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L2 G4 PHRASAL VERBS

Phrasal verbs are a fundamental aspect of the English language. They can be challenging for

learners because they consist of a verb and one or more particles (usually prepositions or

adverbs), and their meanings are often idiomatic. Understanding the types of phrasal verbs

and practicing them is essential for effective communication. In this lesson, we will explore

the four main types of phrasal verbs, provide definitions, examples, and exercises to help you

grasp their usage.

I. Transitive Phrasal Verbs:

Definition: Transitive phrasal verbs require a direct object to complete their meaning. The

object typically follows the particle.

Example: "She took off her coat."

"Took off" is the phrasal verb.

"Her coat" is the direct object.

Exercise:

Complete the following sentences with suitable transitive phrasal verbs from the list: put on,

give up, bring up, take out, and bring back.

He needs to _______________ his dog for a walk.

Can you _______________ this book to the library?

Don't _______________ on your friends when they need you.

She couldn't _______________ the topic in the meeting.

I always _______________ my keys before leaving the house.

II. Intransitive Phrasal Verbs:

Definition: Intransitive phrasal verbs do not require a direct object. They often describe

actions or changes of state.



Example: "The plane took off."

"Took off" is the intransitive phrasal verb.

Exercise:

Choose the correct intransitive phrasal verb from the list to complete the sentences: show up,

give in, break down, get by, and run out.

The car _______________ on the highway due to engine trouble.

I hope they _______________ at the party tomorrow.

We have to _______________ with what we have until payday.

He refused to _______________ to the demands of his boss.

If you keep overworking, you'll _______________ sooner or later.

III. Separable Phrasal Verbs:

Definition: Separable phrasal verbs can be separated by the object. You can place the object

between the verb and the particle or after the particle.

Example: "He turned the lights off."

Separated: "He turned off the lights."

"Turned off" is the separable phrasal verb.

Exercise:

Reorder the sentences to create separable phrasal verbs by moving the object to different

positions.

Use the phrasal verbs from the list: pick up, clean up, call back, take off, and look for.

She her lost phone.

Please the room before leaving.

The kids the toys.

I need to my boss.

I can you at the airport.



IV. Inseparable Phrasal Verbs:

Definition: Inseparable phrasal verbs cannot be separated by the object. The object must

always come after the particle.

Example: "She believes in him."

"Believes in" is the inseparable phrasal verb.

Exercise:

Complete the sentences with the correct inseparable phrasal verbs from the list: look after, get

along with, give in to, look forward to, and put up with.

I really _______________ our vacation next month.

Can you _______________ my cat while I'm away?

I can't _______________ his constant complaining anymore.

We need to _______________ our neighbors during the storm.

They never _______________ each other, and it's causing problems.

NOTE: Phrasal verbs can also be categorized based on their meanings into two broad

categories: those with literal meanings and those with multiple meanings, which may include

both literal and idiomatic interpretations.

Phrasal Verbs with Literal Meanings:

These phrasal verbs have meanings that can be understood directly, often without requiring

additional context. Their meaning is closely related to the individual words in the phrase.

Example: "She woke up early." In this case, "woke up" has a literal meaning, indicating that

the person in question awoke from sleep.

Phrasal Verbs with Multiple Meanings:

These phrasal verbs have more than one interpretation, which may include both literal and

idiomatic meanings. The specific meaning depends on the context in which they are used.



Example: "He broke down the problem."

Literal Meaning: "He physically separated the problem into smaller parts for analysis."

Idiomatic Meaning: "He emotionally struggled and couldn't control his emotions."

Phrasal verbs with multiple meanings can often be tricky for learners, as the intended

meaning relies on the context of the sentence. These phrasal verbs can have both literal and

figurative interpretations, and it's important to understand which one applies in a given

context.

Conclusion:

Phrasal verbs come in various forms, and understanding their types and usage is crucial for

effective communication in English. Practicing these types of phrasal verbs will help you

become more proficient in using them in your everyday conversations and writing. So, keep

practicing and expanding your knowledge of phrasal verbs to master the English language.


