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    Messali Hadj (1898-1974) is considered the founder of the Algerian nationalist movement, having first spoken the word "independence" at an anti-colonial congress in Brussels in 1927. 
     Messali Hadj was born on March 16, 1898, in the western Algerian city of Tlemcen. He was the youngest of seven children in a traditional family whose economic circumstances were extremely marginal. He attended a Qur'anic (Koranic) school and also a local French primary school.  Just before his 20th birthday, Messali Hadj was drafted into the French army, where he served three years, mostly in the Bordeaux region. 
     Upon his discharge in February 1921, Messali returned to Tlemcen at a time when Algeria was experiencing severe economic depression. Trying his hand at five different jobs in the commercial and manufacturing sectors, Messali moved to Paris, joining there the largest of the North African immigrant communities in France, which then totaled some 120,000.
     In June 1926, with Communist logistical and moral support, North Africans created the Etoile nordafricaine (ENA) as a political organization to battle for their rights and for amelioration of conditions in their homelands. Messali Hadj was secretary-general of the ENA. In February 1927 he delivered the ENA's first list of "Algerian demands" to an anti-colonial congress organized by the Communist International in Brussels. Membership in the ENA grew rapidly among the émigré community. By 1928 the Communist Party terminated its financial support, partially because Messali and his colleagues demonstrated more independence than it was comfortable with and partially because the ENA's nationalistic agenda was not consistent with party priorities of the moment. 
     In 1930 Messali began publishing a newspaper, El Ouma, which achieved phenomenal readership and for the first time drew attention to his movement within Algeria itself.  For illegally resurrecting the ENA in 1933, French courts sentenced Messali to six months in prison. When the ENA was outlawed again in 1937, Messali founded the Party of the Algerian People (PPA). For this the authorities jailed him in August 1937, and he spent most of the next nine years in prison or under house arrest. 
    Freed in 1946, Messali founded the Mouvement pour le triomphe des libertés démocratiques (MTLD) as a successor to the outlawed PPA. Unusually tall, bearded, and always wearing the traditional jalaba with a tarbush or a red fez, Messali Hadj became the most potent symbol of Algerian nationalist aspirations. His organization, however, was soon riven by internal divisions. 
    In 1952, Messali was ordered to house arrest in western France, intra-party communications worsened and differences between him and other party leaders grew. By 1954 younger activists created the National Liberation Front (FLN), which launched the Algerian War of Independence on November 1, 1954.  
 Adapted from: https://www.encyclopedia.com



Task 01: Fill in the Gaps (Paragraphs 1 + 2) Instructions: Complete the sentences with words from the box.
Word Bank: Tlemcen, 1898, youngest, Qur'anic, French, army, Bordeaux, independence
1. Messali Hadj was born in ________ on March 16, ________.
2. He was the ________ of seven children.
3. He attended a ________ school and a local ________ primary school.
4. Just before his 20th birthday, Messali Hadj was drafted into the French ________, where he served three years, mostly in ________.
5. Messali Hadj is considered the founder of the Algerian nationalist movement and first spoke the word “________.”
Task n 02 (Pargaph 3) Instructions: Complete the table with the correct information from the text.
	Event / Fact
	Year / Age

	Joined North African immigrant community in France
	

	
	1926

	Delivered ENA’s first list of demands
	

	Termination of Communist support
	

	
	1930


Task 03: True / False (Paragraph 4) Instructions: Write True or False.
1. Messali Hadj founded the Party of the Algerian People (PPA) in 1937.
2. He was jailed for most of the next nine years after founding the PPA.
3. The MTLD was founded before World War II.
4. Messali Hadj’s tall figure and traditional dress made him a symbol of Algerian nationalism.
5. Internal divisions in his organization were minimal.
Task 04: Multiple Choice Questions (Paragraphs 5 + 6)
Instructions: Choose the correct answer.
1. Where was Messali Hadj placed under house arrest in 1952?
a) Algeria
b) Eastern France
c) Western France
d) Brussels
2. Which organization launched the Algerian War of Independence in 1954?
a) MTLD
b) ENA
c) PPA
d) FLN
2

image1.jpeg
&




