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Course Objectives
This course serves as a continuation to the third-year ESP course. It consolidates students’ basic ESP knowledge and focuses on ESP as a field of study in foreign language teaching and research.

Assessment
100% (continuous Assessment)
1. ​ ESP: Theoretical Foundations and Main Concepts
2. Issues in ESP Teaching
3. Needs Analysis: Approaches and Techniques
4. Investigating Specialist Discourse
5. Approaches to ESP Course Design
6. Materials Design and Evaluation
7. Case Studies in ESP Course Development
8. English in Academic Settings
9. English for Academic Purposes as a Critical Pedagogy
10. Corpus, Genre, and Disciplinary Discourses
11. Discourse Communities and Culture
12. Using Technology in EAP
13. Assessment in Online EAP Learning
14. Multimodality and AI in EAP
15. Digital EAP Course Development
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Lesson 1: Theoretical Foundations and Main Concepts
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I. Definitions of ESP, EAP, and EOP
[bookmark: _Hlk209895460]1. English for Specific Purposes (ESP)
English for Specific Purposes (ESP) is a specialized branch of English Language Teaching (ELT) dedicated to tailored language programs for individuals or groups with clearly identifiable purposes and specific needs. It focuses on equipping learners with language skills essential for academic, professional, or workplace environments. ESP involves careful research and design of pedagogical materials, ensuring relevance to a specific group of adult learners within a defined learning context. The approach emphasizes learner-centred decisions, basing content and methods on the learners' reasons for learning. ESP instruction is contextual and considers sociocultural contexts, aiming to facilitate learners' effective use of English in targeted domains.
2. English for Academic Purposes (EAP)
“English for Academic Purposes (EAP) is a branch of English language teaching which is specially designed to meet the language needs of learners who are engaged in academic study” (Jordan, 1997). As John Flowerdew puts it, “English for Academic Purposes (EAP) focuses on developing the language and study skills needed for success in academic contexts, including reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills specific to higher education” (2007). Together these definitions show that EAP is not just general English taught in a classroom but a targeted form of instruction that equips students with the linguistic and academic competencies they need to operate effectively in higher education—writing research papers, giving presentations, interpreting complex texts, and participating in scholarly discussions.
3. English for Occupational Purposes (EOP)
“English for Occupational Purposes (EOP) is growing proportionally to the demand for employees who can function in English within their specialization, focusing on specific professional language skills to perform occupational tasks effectively” (Rautenbach et al., 2018). Similarly, Hutchinson and Waters describe it as “a branch of ESP designed to meet the communication needs of learners within their actual or future work environments” (1987). Taken together, these definitions highlight that EOP is not about teaching general English but about equipping learners with the precise linguistic and communicative competencies they need to operate successfully in specific jobs or professions—whether that means writing technical reports, interacting with clients, using workplace-specific terminology, or following industry protocols.
II.	Curriculum, syllabus, and course definitions
1. Curriculum
Definition:
A curriculum is the overall framework of an educational program, encompassing goals, content, materials, teaching methods, and assessment strategies across multiple courses.
Key Components:
1. Educational Goals: Overarching objectives of the entire program.
2. Content Structure: Subjects and themes taught across various courses.
3. Learning Experiences: Planned activities and interactions to facilitate learning.
4. Assessment Strategies: Methods for evaluating student progress and program effectiveness.
5. Resources: Materials and tools used throughout the program.
Levels of Curriculum:
1. Intended Curriculum: What is planned for the students to learn.
2. Implemented Curriculum: What is actually taught in the classroom.
3. Achieved Curriculum: What students actually learn and can demonstrate.
Example: ESP Curriculum for Business English
1. Foundation Course: General Business Vocabulary and Concepts
2. Written Communication: Business Writing and Report Creation
3. Oral Communication: Presentations and Negotiations
4. Specialized Courses: Finance, Marketing, Human Resources
5. Capstone Project: Real-world Business Case Study
2. Syllabus
Definition:
A syllabus is a document that outlines the content, structure, and objectives of a specific course.
Key Elements:
1. Course Description: Overview of the course content and goals.
2. Learning Outcomes: Specific skills and knowledge students will gain.
3. Content Outline: Topics and themes to be covered.
4. Schedule: Timeline of course activities, often organized by week or session.
5. Assessment Methods: Forms of evaluation (quizzes, exams, projects) and grading criteria.
6. Required Materials: Textbooks, articles, or other resources needed.
7. Policies: Attendance requirements, deadlines, academic integrity guidelines.
Why It is Important:
A syllabus serves as a contract between instructor and students, setting clear expectations and guiding the learning process throughout the course.
3. Course
Definition:
A course is a structured series of lessons or classes focusing on a specific subject or skill area, typically offered within an educational institution.
Key Components:
1. Structured Learning: Organized framework for progression of topics and skills.
2. Defined Objectives: Clear learning outcomes for students to achieve.
3. Instructional Methods: Various teaching approaches (lectures, discussions, activities).
4. Assessment and Evaluation: Methods to measure student understanding and skill acquisition.
5. Duration: Set timeframe (e.g., semester, academic year).
6. Target Audience: Designed for specific groups of learners.
Example Structure of an ESP Course:
1. Introduction to field-specific terminology
2. Reading comprehension of professional texts
3. Writing skills for the target field
4. Listening and speaking in professional contexts
5. Practical application through case studies or simulations
4. Relationships Between Concepts
· A curriculum encompasses multiple courses.
· Each course has its own syllabus.
· ESP principles can be applied at all levels: informing the overall curriculum design, shaping individual courses, and guiding the creation of course syllabi.
III.	Historical Evolution of ESP
· ESP developed to meet the growing need for practical, purpose-driven English in science, technology, and business after World War II.
1. The rise of international trade and communication pushed English into the global spotlight, particularly in scientific and technical fields.
1. Early ESP courses focused on scientific and technical English, emphasizing language analysis, including grammar and vocabulary.
1. Over time, ESP evolved to include analysis of rhetorical functions and discourse, particularly in specialized industries like oil and petroleum.
1. The Three Main Drivers of ESP
ESP emerged largely due to three key factors, as outlined by Hutchinson and Waters (1987):
1.1 Demands of a Brave New World
a. Post-war advancements in science, technology, and international trade required a common language. English, bolstered by the economic power of the United States, became that language. ESP was developed to help professionals learn only the English needed for their specific fields.
1.2 Revolution in Linguistics
a. Linguistics shifted from studying language structure to studying language in real-world communication. ESP emerged for specific fields like science, technology, business, and academia, making learning more context-specific and practical.
1.3 Focus on the Learner
a. ESP courses are tailored to the specific needs of learners, who are often adults with some English proficiency. These learners are highly motivated because they know how and where they will use English, making the learner's goals central to ESP course design.
2. Evolution of ESP
1. Early ESP courses like Herbert’s The Structure of Technical English (1965) focused on sentence-based grammar and language instruction. However, this narrow approach proved difficult to teach, leading to more focus on how language works in context.
1. By the 1970s, rhetorical and discourse-based teaching became the norm, examining how language serves particular functions in specific contexts.
1. John Munby’s Communicative Syllabus Design (1978) introduced the concept of needs-based course design, although his model was complex.
1. ESP in the 1980s began to emphasize study skills for academic purposes and became learner-centered, considering both immediate needs and future workplace contexts.
1. By the 1990s, ESP diversified into fields like vocational training and genre analysis, with scholars like John Swales focusing on the structure and stages of specialized texts.
1. Modern ESP continues to be influenced by genre analysis and corpus-based studies. Technological advances allow teachers and learners to use specialized corpora that reveal language patterns in particular professional or academic fields. 
1. For example, courses have been developed based on these corpora, such as those by Lee and Swales (2006), which were tailored to non-native-speaking doctoral students, making ESP more specialized and effective.
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