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The Algerian legal system

Algerian law is based on the Constitution, laws and regulations, international
conventions and treaties, as well as the texts adopted by pan-African organizations

(Arab Maghreb Union and African Union) of which Algeria is a member.
CONSTITUTION:

It is the fundamental law of the country. It contains all the rules of constitutional law
which specify the State’s form and organization, powers, prerogatives and relations,

and the rights and duties of citizens.
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS AND TREATIES:

These are the conventions and agreements written and concluded with States or
international or pan-African organizations. These conventions and agreements
comprise generated legal effects governed by the international law. Such

international conventions and treaties must be ratified by Algeria.

In the hierarchy of laws, international conventions and treaties are superior to

Algerian national laws.
LAW:

It is about the legal texts issued from the two chambers: People’s National Assembly

(APN) and the Council of Nation (CN).
ORDERS:

In case of People’s National Assembly vacancy or during Parliament’s recess
periods, the President of the Republic may legislate by order. The written texts shall
be submitted to the two Chambers of Parliament for approval at their next session.

Orders shall be decided by the Council of Ministers.



DECREES: These are a general or individual enforceable document signed by the
President of the Republic (Presidential Decree) or by the Prime Minister (Executive

Decree).

DECISION (BYLAW): It is an enforceable decision of general or individual scope
issued by one or more ministers (ministerial or interministerial decision) or other
administrative authorities (province, municipality, public administrative institution

having the power to that effect).
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