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English course 2sd year  geography, S2, 2024 

Prof. Adad Med Cherif  (introduction to the environment final 2sd year geogrphy  for teacher )  

  

INTRODUCTION TO THE ENVIRONMENT 

 

Objectives:  

This course aims to provide geography students with a fundamental understanding of key 

concepts related to the environment, focusing on interactions between natural and human systems.  

The environment encompasses the entirety of the natural and human-made elements that 

surround us, shaping our lives and influencing the planet's ecological balance. In geography, the study 

of the environment is fundamental, as it provides insights into the spatial relationships between 

physical landscapes, ecosystems, and human societies. By understanding the environment through a 

geographic lens, we can unravel the complexities of environmental processes, identify patterns of 

interaction, and formulate sustainable solutions to address contemporary challenges such as climate 

change, biodiversity loss, and resource depletion. Through the evolution of human history, our 

perceptions of the environment have shifted, from reverence and harmony to exploitation and 

degradation. Today, as we confront unprecedented environmental crises, geography offers a holistic 

framework for comprehending the interconnectedness of natural and human systems, fostering a 

deeper appreciation for the Earth's intricate web of life and inspiring collective action towards 

environmental stewardship and resilience. 

The main vocabulary terms from the text along related to environment: 

Understanding these key terms is essential for grasping the concepts discussed in the text  . 
 

1. Environment: The surroundings or conditions in which a person, animal, or plant lives or 

operates. It includes both natural elements (such as air, water, soil, and ecosystems) and human-made 

components (like buildings, infrastructure, and socio-cultural systems). 

2. Geography: The study of the Earth's landscapes, environments, and the relationships between 

people and their environments. It examines spatial patterns, distributions, and interactions between 

natural and human phenomena across the Earth's surface. 

3. Spatial Relationships: The connections and interactions between objects, features, or phenomena 

in physical space. In geography, spatial relationships refer to the arrangement of features on the Earth's 

surface and how they influence one another. 

4. Ecological Balance: The state of equilibrium within an ecosystem where the interactions between 

living organisms and their environment are stable and sustainable. It involves maintaining 

biodiversity, nutrient cycling, and energy flow. 

5. Interconnectedness: The state of being connected or related to each other in a complex or 

intricate way. In the context of the environment, interconnectedness refers to the interdependence of 

natural systems and human societies. 
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6. Perceptions: The way in which something is regarded, understood, or interpreted. Human 

perceptions of the environment can vary widely depending on cultural, social, and personal factors. 

7. Exploitation: The act of using resources or taking advantage of a situation for one's benefit, often 

without regard for the long-term consequences or sustainability. Exploitation of the environment can 

lead to degradation and depletion of natural resources. 

8. Environmental Degradation: The deterioration of the environment through depletion of 

resources, pollution, habitat destruction, or other human-induced factors. It results in the loss of 

ecosystem services and biodiversity. 

9. Holistic: Characterized by the understanding that parts of a whole are intimately interconnected 

and cannot be understood or analyzed in isolation. A holistic approach to environmental issues 

considers the interrelatedness of natural and human systems. 

10. Resilience: The ability of a system or community to withstand and recover from disruptive 

events or changes while maintaining essential functions and structures. Resilience is crucial for 

adapting to environmental challenges and ensuring long-term sustainability 

A/ Discussion Questions: 

1. What does the term "environment" encompass? 

            2. Why is the study of the environment fundamental in geography? 

3. How can understanding the environment through a geographic lens help address contemporary 

challenges? 

4. How has human perception of the environment evolved throughout history? 

5. What role does geography play in addressing current environmental crises? 

6. What are some contemporary environmental challenges mentioned in the text? 

7. How does geography inspire collective action towards environmental stewardship and resilience? 
 

B/ Complete the Sentences 

1. The environment encompasses... 

2. Geography provides insights into... 

3. Understanding the environment through a geographic lens helps us... 

4. As we confront unprecedented environmental crises... 

5. Geography fosters a deeper appreciation for... 

 

C/  Choose the right answer  

Question 1: How has human perception of the environment evolved throughout history? 
 

1. From indifference to active stewardship. 

2. From reverence and harmony to exploitation and degradation. 

3. From exploitation and degradation to reverence and harmony. 
 

Question 2: What role does geography play in understanding the interconnectedness of natural and 

human systems? 

 

1. Geography primarily focuses on physical landscapes. 
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2. Geography helps in understanding the social dynamics of human societies. 

3. Geography provides a holistic framework for comprehending the interconnectedness of natural 

and human systems. 

 

Question 3: What are some of the benefits of understanding the environment through a geographic 

lens? 
 

1. It allows us to focus solely on human impacts. 

2. It helps us understand environmental processes and formulate sustainable solutions. 

3. It enables us to exploit natural resources more efficiently. 
 

Question 4: What does the environment encompass? 
 

1. Only natural elements such as forests and rivers. 

2. Both natural and human-made elements. 

3. Only human-made elements like buildings and roads. 
 

Question 5: What are some examples of contemporary environmental challenges? 
 

1. Soil erosion, desertification, and overpopulation. 

2. Pollution, urbanization, and industrialization. 

3. Climate change, biodiversity loss, and resource depletion. 

 

  

 


