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The judiciary system 

 

The judiciary system, also known as the judicial system or the judiciary, refers to 

the branch of government responsible for the administration of justice and the 

interpretation and application of the law. It is one of the three branches of 

government in a democratic system, alongside the legislative and executive 

branches. 

The judiciary consists of courts, judges, and other judicial officers who are tasked 

with resolving legal disputes, interpreting laws, and ensuring the fair and impartial 

administration of justice.  

Main functions of the judiciary system 

The main functions of the judiciary system include: 

Adjudication: The judiciary resolves legal disputes between parties by applying 

the law to the facts of a case, interpreting statutes and legal precedents, and issuing 

judgments or orders. It ensures that disputes are resolved fairly, according to 

established legal principles. 

Judicial Review: The judiciary has the authority to review the constitutionality 

and legality of laws, regulations, and government actions. Through judicial 

review, courts can declare laws or executive actions unconstitutional or unlawful 

if they violate the constitution or other legal standards. 

Interpretation of Laws: The judiciary plays a crucial role in interpreting laws 

and providing guidance on their meaning and application. Judges analyse statutes, 

regulations, and legal precedents to determine how they should be understood and 

applied in specific cases. Their interpretations help establish legal precedents that 

guide future cases. 

Enforcement of Judgments: The judiciary ensures the enforcement of court 

decisions and orders. It has the authority to issue orders, injunctions, and penalties 

to ensure compliance with its judgments. This enforcement mechanism ensures 

that the rulings of the court are respected and implemented. 



The judiciary system is typically organized hierarchically, with different levels of 

courts. Lower courts, also known as trial courts or courts of first instance, handle 

cases at the initial stage. Appellate courts, such as intermediate appellate courts 

or courts of appeal, review decisions made by lower courts and determine whether 

errors of law were made. The highest court in the system, often called the supreme 

court or constitutional court, has the final authority to interpret the constitution 

and make binding decisions on legal matters. 

Judges are the key actors in the judiciary system. They are appointed or elected 

and are expected to be impartial and independent in their decision-making. Their 

role is to apply the law objectively, ensuring equal treatment and protection of the 

rights of all individuals who come before the court. 

The judiciary system is crucial for upholding the rule of law, protecting individual 

rights, resolving legal disputes, and maintaining the balance and separation of 

powers within a democratic society. 

Court structures  

Different countries have varying court structures based on their legal systems and 

traditions. Here are a few examples of countries with distinct court structures: 

1-United States: 

Federal System: The United States has a dual court system, with separate federal 

and state courts.  

At the federal level, there is a three-tiered structure consisting of district courts 

(trial courts), circuit courts of appeals (appellate courts), and the Supreme Court 

as the highest court in the country. 

State Courts: Each state has its own court system, typically including trial courts, 

appellate courts, and a state supreme court. The structure and naming conventions 

of state courts can vary between jurisdictions. 

2-United Kingdom: 

Supreme Court: The United Kingdom has a Supreme Court as its highest court, 

established in 2009. The Supreme Court replaced the appellate jurisdiction of the 

House of Lords. It hears appeals on civil and criminal matters from England, 

Wales, and Northern Ireland. 

Court Hierarchy: Below the Supreme Court, there is a court hierarchy consisting 

of the High Court, Crown Court, County Courts, and Magistrates' Courts. 

Scotland has its own separate court system, including the Court of Session as the 

highest civil court and the High Court of Justiciary as the highest criminal court. 



3-France: 

Court of Cassation: France has a Court of Cassation (Cour de Cassation) as its 

highest court. It is primarily an appellate court that reviews lower court decisions 

for errors of law. 

Judicial System: France has a hierarchical structure of courts, including trial 

courts (Tribunaux de Grande Instance), appellate courts (Cours d'Appel), and 

administrative courts (Conseil d'État and Administrative Courts of Appeal) for 

administrative matters. 


