
First Lesson 

International Environmental Law: History and Milestones  

International Environmental Law (IEL) is a discipline that 

involves the whole world in the protection of a common good: 

our environment…. But where did this global discipline come 

from and how has it evolved? Its rules have not been dictated by 

a national institution or an international authority. Rather, it is 

a compendium of declarations, treaties and rules—some 

binding, some voluntary—that have developed alongside 

scientific knowledge and awareness of the current state of our 

natural world.  

The history of IEL can be divided into three stages, 

separated by two of the most relevant international conferences 

held so far: the Stockholm Conference (1972) and the Rio de 

Janeiro Earth Summit (1992). And in 2016, with the signing of 

the Paris Agreement, a new stage began to confront humanity's 

most important natural challenge: the current climate 

emergency. 

 


