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Practice with Articles
1. The Indefinite Article
Exercise 1:Which article a or an can be put before the following words or phrases? Write the words or phrases into the correct column.
horse, old comic, bird, English book, exercise book, red apple, cup of coffee, uniform, animal, ice cream, horrible dream, one-way street Haut du formulaire
Exercise2: Rewrite the following sentences by inserting  the indefinite article a or an wherever necessary.
1. Can I ask you question?
……………………………………………………………………………….
2. You seem very tired; you need holiday.
……………………………………………………………………………….
3.  I have got idea.
………………………………………………………………………………
4.  They have bought television.
………………………………………………………………………………
5.  If you want to be healthy, you must eat apple every day.
………………………………………………………………………………
6.  Dog is faithful to its master.
………………………………………………………………………………
7.  Our neighbours have cat. The cat is friendly.
………………………………………………………………………………
8.  She has finally found job.
………………………………………………………………………………
9.  I need telephone to contact you.
……………………………………………………………………………...
10.  They live in village near Oum El Bouaghi.
    ………………………………………………………………………………
11. Apple day keeps the doctor away.
    ………………………………………………………………………………
12. Paris is beautiful city.
   ………………………………………………………………………………
13. We got our son mobile for his birthday.
   ……………………………………………………………………………...
14.  What lovely day!
   ……………………………………………………………………………….
15. She is architect.
   ……………………………………………………………………………….
16. She does not like to wear lot of jewelry
   ……………………………………………………………………………….
17. As I was walking to work, I passed garden.
   ……………………………………………………………………………….
18. I ate in Lebanese restaurant.
   ………………………………………………………………………………
19. I have toothache; I need to consult dentist.
   ………………………………………………………………………………
20.  Mother deserves appreciation.
   ………………………………………………………………………………

Exercise 3:  Write three sentences in English illustrating the use of the indefinite article.
1. a/an + singular countable noun that is general or unspecific to the listener
…………………………………………………………………………
2. a/an + singular countable noun representing any person or thing
.......................................................................................................................
3. a/an + singular countable noun mentioned for the first time
……………………………………………………………………………
2. The Definite Article
Exercise1: Fill in the blanks below with a/an or the
1. There are two cars parked outside: … blue one and  …  grey one … blue one belongs to my neighbours; I don’t know who  …  owner of  … grey one is.
2. I think …  man is very unfriendly.
3. We went to  …  station this morning to pick up my grandfather.
4. I’m not keen on  …  food they serve in the school cafeteria.
5. Where are  …  scissors?- Sorry; I haven’t seen them .
6. I need to go to the library to return … books I borrowed.
7. I saw … accident this morning.  …  car crashed into  … tree.  … driver of … car wasn’t hurt, but  …  car was badly damaged .
8. Where’s  …  salt? – Are you blind? It’s next to your plate.
9. I think that  …  coffee which is grown in Keneya tastes the best.
10.   …  water is dirty. Don’t drink it!
11.  Robin Hood is  … legendary hero who used to take money from …rich ang give it to … poor.
12. … love of money is … root of all evil.
13. Is there … newsagent near here? There are several, but … nearest one is just down …road on … left.
14. Venice is … only city in … world completely free of automobiles.
15. … people that he knows are very strange.
16. Did you remember to put … milk in … fridge.
17.  They live in … old house; … roof of … house is in … very bad condition.
Exercise 2: Choose the appropriate article a , an ,or the  to complete the sentences below.
1. Can you please return … pen I gave you yesterday?
2. Please open … window. It’s very hot in here.
3. This morning, I had … orange.  
4. …orange was sweet.
5. I feel ill. I think it was … pizza I had for dinner.
6. Take your feet off … table, please.
7. I live in a house near … centre of town.
8. Yesterday I met … child. 
9. … Child was very intelligent.
10. I don’t like … toothpaste I bought last week. It tastes of onions.
Exercise 3:Write the correct article (a, an, or the) to complete the following paragraph.
My uncle is _shopkeeper. He has _ shop in _old village by _ River Thames near Oxford. _ shop sells _ lot of things --bread, milk, fruit, vegetables, newspapers—almost everything! _ children in _ village always stop to spend _ few pence on sweets or ice-cream on their way home from school. My uncle does not often leave _ village. He has not got _ car, so once _ month he goes by bus to Oxford and has lunch at _ Grand Hotel with some friends. He is one of _ happiest men I know.
Exercise 4:  If the underlined article is used incorrectly, cross it out and write the correct article.
1. The tomato originated in Central America.
……………………………………………………………………………
2. Countless tourists visit a Greek Islands.
……………………………………………………………………………
3. A island in a Pacific Ocean was used for the experiment.
……………………………………………………………………………
4. I am reading the good book.
…………………………………………………………………………..
5. Is this a book you were telling me about?
………………………………………………………………………….
6. She is studying a life of Prophet Mohammed Peace Be Upon Him.
…………………………………………………………………………
7. A blind need special care.
…………………………………………………………………………
Exercise 5: Find out the semantic dimension of each sentence.
1. A rich person is usually arrogant. = …………………………………
2. The rich are usually arrogant. = ……………………………………..
3. A judge must be just. = ………………………………………………
4. The judge must be just. = ……………………………………………
Exercise 6:  Write three sentences in English illustrating the use of the definite article
1. the + a the noun that has been mentioned before
…………………………………………………………………………
2. the + a noun that is specific in the context
……………………………………………………………………………
3. the + a noun that is followed by a clause or phrase.
……………………………………………………………………………

3. The Zero Article
Exercise 1: Fill in the blanks of the sentences with Ø or the
1. …  women live longer than  … men.
2. … balloons are full of  …  air.
3. I’m afraid of  …  dogs.
4. …  sugar isn’t very good for you.
5. …  children learn from playing.
6. I don’t like  … chocolate.
7. You need to read  …  books to improve your English.
8. …  life is strange sometimes. Some very strange things happen.
9. He never tells  …  lies.
10.  I like  …  cheese.
11.  Mary had an accident. She had to go to … hospital; she is in … hospital now. Jane went to … hospital to see her; she is at … hospital now.
12.  What time will you have … breakfast?
13.  There has been an ongoing debate about whether and in what way early childhood education can prepare … children for … school.
14.  … Time is … money.
15.  … Deeds are better than … words.
16.  My wife goes to … work by … train.
17.  I do not have a job; I stay at … home and look after … children.
18.  I do not eat … bread because I do not like it.
19.  … Love is more important than … money.

Exercise 2: Complete the sentences with the appropriate article(Ø, a/an, the).
1. Do you know  …  people who live next door?
2. We need  …  patience to teach young children.
3. Don’t sit on  …  grass. It’s wet after the rain.
4. Algerians like  …  democracy.
5. …  girls do better at school than boys.
6. The film wasn’t very good, but I liked  …  music.
7. …  students need to do their best to succeed.
8. What is …  freedom?
9. These days  …  hotels are very expensive.	
10.  I have borrowed  …  money from her before.
Exercise 3: State which of the following sentences is used in the generic sense.
1. Milk contains a lot of protein.
2. The milk you prepared is delicious.
3. Life is hard
4. The life of Peter is hard.
5. Children are tiring.
6. The children were tiring.
7. I like working with people.
8. I like the people I work with.
9. Salt is used to flavor food.
10.  Please give me the salt.
Exercise 4: If the underlined article is used incorrectly, cross it out and use the correct article.
1. The Russia has a very diverse culture.
……………………………………………………………………………
2. Bacteria exist everywhere in the nature.
……………………………………………………………………………
3. A lemon originated in the China and spread to the Malaysian Islands and west to the India.
…………………………………………………………………………………..
4. Postwar women had more opportunities to find the work than they had had in the prewar days.
…………………………………………………………………………………..
Exercise 5: Write two sentences that illustrate the use of the zero article in English
1. Ø + a plural countable noun
……………………………………………………………………………
2. Ø + an uncountable noun
..............................................................................................................
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