
How to Write an Exemplification Essay 

 

Nothing is truly difficult when trying to write an exemplification essay.  Argumentative essays, like those that 

deal with exemplification, are an easier and more appropriate way to prove a particular point of view.  

1. What is an Exemplification Essay? 

By definition, an exemplification essay is a form of analytical or argumentative essay that utilizes examples 

to prove the writer's thesis statement. When composing analytical or argumentative essays, it's important to 

implement quotations, statistics, examples, and especially facts as pieces of evidence.  However, in the case 

of an exemplification essay, the writer must exclusively focus on examples.  

2. Exemplification Essay Outline Structure 

Essays written for the purposes of an exemplification paper follow the traditional essay structure, consisting 

of an introduction, multiple body paragraphs, and a conclusion.  Below is the standard layout that can be used 

as a template when writing an exemplification essay. 

1. Introduction 

a.  Hook 

b. Background Information 

c. Thesis Statement 

2. Body 

a.  Point 1 

1. First example 

 2. Second example 

 b. Point 2 

 1. First example 

 c. Point 3 

 1. First example 

 2. Second example 

 3. Third example 



3. Conclusion 

a. Start writing the conclusion using a transition word 

b. Summary of the main points 

c. Concluding Statement  

Writing a Thesis for Your Exemplification Essay 

Due to the fact that the entire essay relies on a strong thesis statement, it must be verified to ensure that it 

proves well. The thesis statement can be adapted to the findings if an unpredictable trend is observed within 

the body of the research, especially when composing the exemplification essay outline. 

Body of an Exemplification Essay 

Begin by planning out the specific points that will serve to support the thesis statement and organize them by 

a degree of importance. When constructing the body of the text, it is a recommended practice to place the 

weakest statements or points first, then conclude with the stronger ones.  Keep in mind that no matter how 

strong, every single claim must be backed by strong evidence with the aid of an example.  

Combining any of these should be utilized to support points, and yet the writer can also include brief examples 

to supplement a particular idea. Attempt to find as many examples as can be by later deciding which should 

remain as the key evidence. 

Include relevant yet interesting examples. A writer should never include illustrations that are boring.   Finally, 

maintain the essay body in a cohesive order, either logically or chronologically. 

Conclusion of an Exemplification Essay 

Examples in the exemplification essay must be interesting as they are relevant. To make the work feel 

complete, ensure that a conclusion satisfies the reader. The essay will not receive a good grade if its ending 

content is unfulfilling. 

3. How to Write an Exemplification Essay 

 There are several steps that need to be followed when writing an exemplification essay. 

Choose your Exemplification Essay Topic 

A topic should satisfy at least a single quality, including but not limited to current, specific, useful, or 

unique. These topics entice readers due to the fact that it provides an opportunity for them to get up-to-date, 

new, or unusual information from the text. Topics should not be limited to narrow or broad, as broad is too 

generalized to be of interest, and narrow fails to allow for the inclusion of good examples. 



Use Examples as Appropriate 

In addition to being interesting, exemplification essay examples should also have some sort of application. 

For instance, when writing an exemplification essay about leaders and their personal qualities, observe the 

example of Bill Gates.  As the founder of Microsoft, he worked so much that he only allowed himself 2 weeks 

off during the years of 1978 to 1984. This hard-working lifestyle is one that is most applicable to a leader. 

Compose your Outline 

To develop the main idea and subtopics that will represent the body paragraphs encompassing your work, it's 

important to organise your examples designed to strengthen the thesis statement in a local order with proper 

transitions for your exemplification essay outline.  Although there is no holy grail for the creation of an outline 

for your exemplification essay, it is recommended to follow the five paragraph structure.  This includes a 

single paragraph for the introduction, a single paragraph for the conclusion, and three paragraphs for the body. 

Write the Introduction 

A writer's introduction to their exemplification essay should serve three purposes, including interest, 

attraction, and preparation. The first sentence must immediately hook the reader.  Draw the attention of readers 

with a rhetorical question, bold statement, or incredible statistics. The next step is to disclose background 

information surrounding the topic. In doing so, readers will feel confident when observing the following 

examples.  

Create the Thesis Statement 

A sufficient thesis statement should be constructed. This is designed to reflect the whole exemplification 

essay's structure and should directly relate to each of the examples included within.  It must include either a 

factual statement, observation, or a personal opinion with which the exemplification essay intends to answer. 

Write your Main Body of the Exemplification Essay 

The body should be the first part a writer should compose for their exemplification essay.  Every paragraph 

composing the main body should include an example, a topic sentence, and a proper transition. 

Develop a Conclusion 

Paraphrase the thesis statement to remind readers of what the entire essay was about.   Afterward, briefly 

restate the sections as a final showcase of the examples. Then, compose the sentence that ties everything 

together.  
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