
 
 
 
 

Scanning 
Scanning is very high-speed reading. When you scan, you have a question in mind. You do not 
have to read every word to answer the questions. You also do not have to understand every 
word. Scanning is helpful in finding information. Practice in scanning will help you learn to 
skip over unimportant words so that you can read faster. 
 
Look at the following shopping list to find out if you remembered to order bread: 

Shopping List 
milk 

butter 
ice cream 

bread 
bananas 
broccoli 

rice 
potatoes 
oranges 

How many words did you read? Bread was the only word you needed to read. The other 
words were not important. This kind of reading is called scanning. 
 
You usually scan: a telephone book, an index in a textbook, a list of movies in the newspaper, 
the ads in a newspaper, and the pages of a dictionary.  
 
You usually do not scan: a mystery story, a textbook for an important course, important 
papers from a lawyer, a map for getting to a party, a question on a test.  
 
 
 
 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 
 



 



 



 
 



 

 



 


