
Previewing and Predicting 
 
There are two skills that are essential for a good reader: Previewing and Predicting.  
 
Before you start on a trip. you usually look at a map. It helps you plan your way. Then you 
know what to expect as you travel. This is a good idea in reading. too. Look before you read. 
Then it is much easier to understand. 
 
Previewing is a rapid kind of reading that allows you to get a general sense of what a passage, 
article, or book is about and how it is organized. Your eyes examine quickly the page looking 
for answers to general questions about the material. The aim of previewing is to help you to 
predict or make some "educated guesses" about what is in the text. You should develop the 
habit of applying these skills whenever you read. 
 
How to Preview a Text? 
 
In previewing an article or essay, you look at the title, any pictures, most of the first 
paragraph, the first sentence of each paragraph, the concluding sentences, and watch for 
numbers, italicized or bold words, and names.  
 
You should ask yourself questions like the ones below. 
• What is the title? What is it about? What do I already know about this? 

• Are there any pictures, numbers? 
• What kind of text is this? Is it a description? An explanation? An argument? A narrative? 
• Is the text divided into parts? How is it organized? 
• Are there any numbers, italicized words, or names in the text?  
 
 
Previewing and predicting before you read can make a big difference. You can get some ideas 
about what you will read. That way you will begin to process the information far more 
quickly. You will also be able to follow the writer's ideas better. Though it takes a few 
minutes to preview and predict, those few minutes are well invested. You will find that later 
you save reading time and gain comprehension. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 



 



 
 



 

 



 
 

 
 



 

 


