


Study Guide: Tenses
1. Present Simple vs. Present Continuous
Present Continuous (I\ am\ doing)
Used for actions happening at or around the time of speaking where the action is not yet finished.
Grammar Structure: am/is/are + V+-ing.
Use:
· Ongoing Actions: Used when you are in the middle of an action. 
Please don’t make so much noise. I ’m trying to work.
· Temporary Situations: Used for things that continue for only a short time.
"I’m living with some friends until I find a place of my own".
· Trending Changes: Used for changes happening around now.
The population of the world is increasing very fast.
· Frequent/Annoying Habits: Used with "always" to describe something that happens too often or more than normal.
I’ve lost my keys again. I ’m always losing them.
II. Present Simple (I\ do)
Used to talk about things in general, repeated actions, or permanent truths.
Grammar Structure: Base verb (adds -s for he/she/it).
Use:
· General Truths: Things that are true all the time. 
The earth goes round the sun.
· Habits/Frequency: Saying how often we do things. 
eg. I usually go away at weekends.
· Permanent Situations: Things that continue for a long time.
My parents live in London. They have lived there all their lives.
· Performative Verbs: Actions that happen by simply saying the word.
I promise I won’t be late.
III. The "Stative Verb" Rule /(The "State" vs. "Action" Rule)
Some verbs describe a state (a condition) rather than an action and are not normally used in the continuous form.
· Categories of Stative Verbs: These include:
· Thoughts/Opinions: know, believe, understand, remember, agree.
· Feelings/Emotions: want, like, love, hate, prefer.
· Senses: see, hear, smell, taste.
· Possession: have, own, belong, possess.
Key Comparisons and Exceptions
"Think": Simple: When it means "believe" or "opinion". (I think Mary is Canadian.) .               
                 Continuous: When it means "considering". (I ’m thinking of giving up my job ).
"Have": Simple: Use the simple form for possession (I have a car) 
               Continuous: Use the continuous form for actions (They are having a party).
[bookmark: _GoBack]"Be":Behaviour vs. Character 
               Simple: Refers to a permanent trait or someone’s actual personality. 
· He is very selfish. He never thinks about other people).
               Continuous: Refers to how someone is behaving now = temporary behaviour. 
· He ’s being so selfish .
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