[bookmark: _GoBack]Module:Reading
Level: 1st Year LMD
Semester 2
Lesson 02: The Descriptive Paragraph

Part One: Theoretical Background
1. Definition of a Descriptive Paragraph
A descriptive paragraph is a type of paragraph that describes a person, a place, an object, or an experience. Its main purpose is to help the reader see, feel, or imagine what is being described. In fact, a good descriptive paragraph aims to present a detailed and vivid description providing clear details, specific vocabulary, and sometimes sensory language (sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch). Unlike other types of paragraphs that aim to narrate events or explain ideas, a descriptive paragraph primarily focuses on creating a clear and expressive picture in the reader’s mind. This is achieved through the careful selection of details, descriptive vocabulary, and logical organization.
At university level, description often goes beyond physical features to include abstract qualities, functions, and symbolic meanings, allowing the reader to develop a deeper understanding of the subject. Moreover, in academic contexts, descriptive paragraphs are often used to describe settings, learning environments, people, or objects, and they serve as a foundation for more complex types of writing.
2. Purpose of a Descriptive Paragraph
The purpose of a descriptive paragraph is not only to inform but also to engage the reader. A well-written description allows the reader to visualize the subject and understand its main characteristics. For EFL learners, descriptive paragraphs are particularly important because they encourage the use of adjectives, modifiers, and concrete nouns, which enrich language production. Descriptive writing at university therefore requires clarity, depth, and coherence, rather than simple listing of characteristics.
Descriptive paragraphs are mainly used to:
· Create a clear picture in the reader’s mind
· Provide precise and relevant details (information about a subject)
· Make writing more vivid and interesting
· describe environments and experiences in an objective and reflective manner,
· support interpretation and analysis in longer texts.
Thus, descriptive writing helps students:
· improve vocabulary and precision in language use,
· develop observation skills,
· organize ideas logically,
· support the main idea with relevant details.
3. Elements of a Descriptive Paragraph
It consists of several essential elements that work together to achieve unity and coherence. A well-developed descriptive paragraph usually includes the following elements:
a. Topic Sentence
The topic sentence introduces the subject being described and presents the main controlling idea of the paragraph. It usually appears at the beginning of the paragraph and clearly states what the paragraph is about.
Example:
The university library is one of the most important and frequently visited places on campus
b. Supporting Details
Supporting sentences develop the topic by giving specific and relevant details about:
· Physical appearance (size, color, shape)
· Qualities or characteristics
· Sensory details
· Atmosphere or mood,
· Functions or uses
· Personal impressions or feelings
These supporting details must be closely related to the topic sentence in order to maintain unity.
Example:
The library is large and quiet, with long rows of bookshelves and comfortable reading tables
c. Descriptive Language and Sensory Details
Effective descriptive paragraphs often make use of:
· Adjectives and adverbs
· Specific nouns and precise phrases
· sensory language (what can be seen, heard, or felt).
Example:
The bright windows allow natural light to fill the room.
These elements help make the description more vivid and concrete.
d. Cohesive Devices
In a descriptive paragraph, cohesive devices are used to connect descriptive details smoothly and to guide the reader from one feature to another in a natural way that ensures a logical flow of ideas.
e. Concluding Sentence
The concluding sentence brings the paragraph to a close by summarizing the description or expressing a final impression or feeling. It reinforces the main idea without introducing new information.
Example:
For these reasons, the library is an ideal place for study and concentration.
4. Organization of a Descriptive Paragraph
A descriptive paragraph should be organized in a clear and logical way. Common patterns include:
· spatial order (from left to right, top to bottom)
· from one detail to another in a logical order (space, or senses)
· order of importance.
· movement from general observation to specific illustration (from overall impression to details),
· from physical description to functional or symbolic interpretation,
· following a logical progression that ensures unity and coherence.
Good organization ensures coherence, while relevance of details ensures unity.
Learning Outcomes
By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:
· recognize and analyze advanced descriptive paragraphs
· identify their main elements
· understand how descriptive details support the main idea
· distinguish between physical, functional, and abstract description
· evaluate unity and coherence at paragraph level
· produce an academically appropriate descriptive paragraph
· produce a well-organized descriptive paragraph
Part Two: Practical Activities 
Activity 1: Read the paragraph carefully and answer the questions.
My classroom is a comfortable and welcoming place for learning. The room is medium-sized, with white walls and large windows that let in plenty of sunlight. The desks are arranged neatly, and the board is always clean and easy to read. There is a calm atmosphere that helps students concentrate during lessons. Overall, the classroom provides a positive environment for study.
1. Underline the topic sentence.
2. Circle the concluding sentence.
3. List two descriptive words used in the paragraph
4. Does the paragraph show unity and coherence? Justify your answer


Activity 2: Read the paragraph carefully and answer the questions.
The university library is a spacious and quiet place that plays a central role in students’ academic life. Located at the heart of the campus, it is designed to provide a calm and organized environment for study and research. The large windows allow natural light to enter the room, creating a comfortable atmosphere for long hours of reading. Inside, rows of well-arranged bookshelves contain a wide variety of academic resources, while individual and group study areas meet the needs of different learners. For many students, the library is not only a place to read, but also a space where concentration and motivation are encouraged.
1. Identify the topic sentence.
2. Identify the concluding sentence.
3. List three descriptive details used in the paragraph.
4. Does the paragraph move from general to specific? Justify your answer.
5. Is the paragraph unified? Why or why not?
6. Identify two words or expressions that help create coherence?
Activity 3: Read the paragraph carefully and answer the questions
The University Library as an Academic Space
The university library represents far more than a simple place for reading; it functions as a central academic space where learning, reflection, and intellectual growth take place. Architecturally, the building is designed to promote concentration, with wide reading halls, carefully arranged shelves, and designated areas for both individual and collaborative study. The quiet atmosphere, occasionally interrupted only by the sound of turning pages, creates an environment that encourages sustained attention and academic discipline. In addition, the diversity of resources available, ranging from printed books to digital databases, allows students to engage deeply with their fields of study. For many learners, the library becomes a symbolic space that reflects the seriousness and responsibility associated with university life.
1. Identify the topic sentence.
2. Identify the concluding sentence.
3. Underline three descriptive details and state whether they are physical, functional, or abstract.
4. Explain how the paragraph moves from concrete description to abstract meaning.
5. Do all the sentences contribute to the same central idea? Justify your answer.
6. Identify at least two cohesive devices used in the paragraph and explain their function.
7. Suggest an alternative concluding sentence that maintains the same meaning.
Activity 4: Read the paragraph below and answer the questions.
University Life as a Transformative Experience
University life is often described as a transformative period during which students gradually develop both academically and personally. Beyond attending lectures and completing assignments, students are exposed to new ideas, diverse perspectives, and demanding intellectual challenges that require independence and critical thinking. Daily routines, such as managing deadlines, participating in discussions, and engaging in group work, contribute to the formation of responsible learning habits. At the same time, the university environment fosters social interaction, allowing students to negotiate differences and build meaningful relationships. As a result, university life shapes not only students’ academic abilities but also their sense of identity and future aspirations.
1. What is the controlling idea of the paragraph?
2. Which expressions describe experience rather than physical features?
3. How does the concluding sentence reinforce the main idea?
4. Is this paragraph purely descriptive or partly reflective? Explain.
5. Find words or expressions that signal:
· addition
· contrast
· result
6. Explain the meaning of the following expressions in context:
· transformative period
· intellectual challenges
· sense of identity
Key Answers
Activity 1:
Topic sentence: My classroom is a comfortable and welcoming place for learning.
Concluding sentence: Overall, the classroom provides a positive environment for study.
Two descriptive words: comfortable & welcoming
(Other acceptable answers: medium-sized, white, clean, calm, positive)
Unity and coherence: Yes.
The paragraph shows unity because all sentences describe the classroom.
It shows coherence because the ideas are logically organized, moving from physical description to atmosphere, and ending with a general evaluation.
Activity 2: 
Topic sentence: The university library is a spacious and quiet place that plays a central role in students’ academic life.
Concluding sentence: For many students, the library is not only a place to read, but also a space where concentration and motivation are encouraged.
Three descriptive details:
· located at the heart of the campus
· large windows allow natural light
· rows of well-arranged bookshelves
General to specific:Yes.
The paragraph begins with a general statement about the library’s importance, then moves to specific physical features and functions.
Unity: Yes. All sentences focus on describing the university library and its role in academic life.
Coherence devices:
while (shows addition and contrast between study areas)
not only … but also (links ideas smoothly)
Activity 3: 
Topic sentence: The university library represents far more than a simple place for reading; it functions as a central academic space where learning, reflection, and intellectual growth take place.
Concluding sentence: For many learners, the library becomes a symbolic space that reflects the seriousness and responsibility associated with university life.
Three descriptive details (with type):
· wide reading halls → physical
· designated areas for both individual and collaborative study → functional
· symbolic space → abstract
Concrete to abstract movement: The paragraph begins with physical and architectural features, then moves to the atmosphere and resources, and finally ends with an abstract interpretation of the library’s symbolic meaning.
Central idea contribution: Yes.
All sentences reinforce the idea that the library is an essential academic and intellectual space.
Cohesive devices:
· In addition → adds supporting information
· with → links physical elements smoothly within a sentence
Alternative concluding sentence: Thus, the university library stands as a powerful symbol of academic commitment and intellectual responsibility.
Activity 4: 
Controlling idea: University life transforms students academically, personally, and socially.
Sentences describing experience (not physical features):
· Exposure to new ideas and perspectives
· Managing deadlines and participating in discussions
· Developing responsibility and identity
Concluding sentence reinforcement: It summarizes the transformation by emphasizing both academic development and personal identity formation.
Type of paragraph: Partly descriptive and partly reflective.
It describes activities and experiences while reflecting on their impact on students.
Signals:
· Addition: Beyond, At the same time
· Contrast: Beyond (implies more than expectations)
· Result: As a result
Expressions explained:

· Transformative period: a time of deep change and development
· Intellectual challenges: tasks that require serious thinking and analysis
· Sense of identity: understanding who one is and one’s role in the future


