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Lesson 04: Descriptive Narration
Part One: Theoretical Background
1. What is Descriptive Narration?
Descriptive narration is a type of writing that combines narration and description.
It tells a story or event while at the same time describing people, places, emotions, or atmosphere in detail.
· Narration answers: What happened?
· Description answers: How did it look, feel, sound, or affect the narrator?
This type of paragraph allows the reader not only to follow events but also to experience them vividly through sensory details.
2. Key Elements of Descriptive Narration
A successful descriptive narrative paragraph includes:
· Topic sentence introducing the event
· Setting (time and place)
· Sequence of events (chronological order)
· Descriptive details (sensory and emotional)
· Linking words to ensure coherence
· Concluding sentence reflecting on the experience or outcome
3. Characteristics of a Good Descriptive Narrative Paragraph
· Unity: all sentences focus on the same event
· Coherence: events unfold logically using time markers
· Cohesion: use of connectors (when, while, suddenly, afterwards, finally)
· Rich description: details appeal to the senses and emotions
Part Two: Practical Reading Activities
Paragraph 1: A Stormy Evening
One evening, as dark clouds slowly covered the sky, I realized that a storm was approaching. The air felt heavy, and the distant sound of thunder echoed across the streets. As I hurried home, strong winds began to shake the trees, scattering dust and leaves around me. Suddenly, rain started pouring relentlessly, soaking my clothes within seconds. When I finally reached shelter, my heart was still racing, but the sight of the rain washing the streets brought an unexpected sense of calm. That stormy evening remains vivid in my memory, not only for its intensity but also for the strange peace it left behind.
Activity
1. Identify the topic sentence.
2. Underline three descriptive details.
3. List two words showing sequence.
4. Is the ending reflective? Explain.
Paragraph 2: A Visit to the Old Market
Last summer, I visited an old market located at the edge of the city. As soon as I entered, the narrow streets were filled with voices, colors, and unfamiliar smells. Vendors loudly advertised their goods while customers moved slowly from one stall to another. The bright fabrics hanging above created a lively contrast with the worn stone walls surrounding the market. While walking through the crowd, I felt both curious and overwhelmed. By the time I left, I realized that the market was more than a place of trade; it was a living reflection of the city’s history and culture.
Activity
1. What event is narrated in the paragraph?
2. Identify sensory details (sound, sight, smell).
3. How does description support narration?
4. What idea does the concluding sentence express?
Paragraph 3: A Moment of Fear
One afternoon, while walking alone through a quiet neighborhood, I suddenly noticed footsteps behind me. My pace quickened as my thoughts filled with uncertainty and fear. The street seemed unusually long, and every sound felt amplified in the silence. After a few tense moments, the footsteps stopped, and I realized that I was no longer being followed. Relief washed over me instantly, replacing fear with exhaustion. That brief experience taught me how quickly ordinary moments can turn unsettling.
Activity
1. Identify the problem and its resolution.
2. Underline expressions describing emotions.
3. Find two cohesive devices used.
4. Does the paragraph maintain unity? Why?
Paragraph 4: A Family Gathering
During a family gathering one winter evening, the house was filled with warmth and familiar voices. While relatives shared stories and laughter, the smell of freshly prepared food spread through the rooms. As the night progressed, conversations became deeper, and moments of silence felt comfortable rather than awkward. Sitting among my family, I observed how time seemed to slow down. When the gathering finally ended, I felt a quiet gratitude for moments that often pass unnoticed in daily life.
Activity
1. Identify descriptive elements related to atmosphere.
2. How does the narrator feel at the end?
3. Is this paragraph more narrative or descriptive? Justify.
4. Suggest another suitable concluding sentence.
Additional Descriptive Narrative Paragraphs
Paragraph 5: A Night Power Cut
One night, while my family and I were watching television, the lights suddenly went out without warning. Darkness filled the room, and for a moment, no one spoke. As our eyes slowly adjusted, the silence was broken by distant sounds from the street and the soft glow of candles being lit. Sitting together, we began sharing memories and small jokes, and the tension gradually disappeared. When the electricity finally returned, no one rushed to turn the television back on. That unexpected night revealed how simple moments can bring people closer.
Paragraph 6: The First Day at a New City
When I arrived in a new city for the first time, everything felt unfamiliar and overwhelming. Tall buildings surrounded me, and the constant movement of people created a sense of urgency I was not used to. As I walked through crowded streets, the noise and speed made me feel small and uncertain. Gradually, however, curiosity replaced anxiety, and I began observing details I had missed before. By the end of the day, the city no longer seemed hostile but full of possibilities waiting to be explored.
Paragraph 7: A Difficult Decision
One afternoon, I sat alone in my room, staring at the wall while struggling with an important decision. My thoughts moved back and forth, creating a heavy feeling in my chest. Outside, the sound of passing cars reminded me that time was moving forward whether I acted or not. After hours of hesitation, I finally made my choice, feeling both fear and relief at the same time. That moment taught me that uncertainty is often unavoidable, but decisions are necessary for personal growth.
Optional Follow-up Task
Ask students to write one descriptive narrative paragraph (10–12 sentences) about:
· a memorable journey,
· an unexpected event, or
· a place associated with strong emotions.
Complete Answer Key: Descriptive Narration Lesson
Paragraph 1: A Stormy Evening
1. Topic sentence:
“One evening, as dark clouds slowly covered the sky, I realized that a storm was approaching.”
2. Descriptive details (examples):
· dark clouds
· distant sound of thunder
· strong winds shaking the trees
3. Sequence words:
· as
· suddenly
· when
4. Is the ending reflective?
Yes. The narrator reflects on the emotional impact of the storm.
Paragraph 2: A Visit to the Old Market
1. Event narrated:
Visiting an old market.
2. Sensory details:
· Sound: voices, vendors advertising
· Sight: bright fabrics, narrow streets
· Smell: unfamiliar smells
3. How description supports narration:
Description helps the reader experience the event vividly.
4. Concluding idea:
The market represents culture and history, not just commerce.
Paragraph 3: A Moment of Fear
1. Problem and resolution:
· Problem: feeling followed
· Resolution: footsteps stop; fear disappears
2. Emotional expressions:
· uncertainty
· fear
· relief
3. Cohesive devices:
· while
· after
4. Unity:
Yes. All sentences focus on the same fearful experience.
Paragraph 4: A Family Gathering
1. Atmospheric details:
· warmth
· familiar voices
· smell of food
2. Feeling at the end:
Gratitude and calm.
3. Narrative or descriptive?
Both; it narrates an event and describes atmosphere.
4. Possible alternative conclusion:
“That evening reminded me of the quiet strength of family bonds.”
Paragraph 5: A Night Power Cut
1. Main event:
A sudden power cut at night.
2. Descriptive details:
· darkness
· candlelight
· silence
3. Change shown:
From tension to closeness.
4. Message:
Unexpected situations can create meaningful connections.
Paragraph 6: The First Day at a New City
1. Setting:
A new city, first day.
2. Emotions described:
· uncertainty
· anxiety
· curiosity
3. Transition in feelings:
From fear to acceptance.
4. Is the paragraph reflective?
Yes, it reflects on personal adaptation.
Paragraph 7: A Difficult Decision
1. Central conflict:
Struggling to make an important decision.
2. Descriptive elements:
· heavy feeling in the chest
· staring at the wall
· sound of passing cars
3. Ending type:
Reflective and instructive.
4. Lesson learned:
Decisions are essential despite uncertainty.
Pedagogical Note
Accept equivalent answers if students demonstrate:
· correct understanding of narration vs description,
· logical interpretation of emotions and events,
· appropriate identification of cohesive devices.

