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Lesson 03: The Narrative Paragraph
Part One: Theoretical Background
1. What is a Narrative Paragraph?
A narrative paragraph tells a story or recounts an event that happened in the past or is imagined as happening over time. Its main purpose is to relate experiences, describe actions, and show how events unfold in a logical sequence.
Unlike descriptive paragraphs, which focus on how things look, narrative paragraphs focus on what happened, who was involved, where and when it happened, and how the situation developed.
2. Elements of a Narrative Paragraph
A well-written narrative paragraph usually includes:
· Topic sentence: introduces the event or experience
· Setting: time and place
· Characters: people involved
· Sequence of events: actions in chronological order
· Concluding sentence: shows the result, lesson, or final outcome
3. Characteristics of a Good Narrative Paragraph
· Unity: all sentences relate to the same event or story
· Coherence: events are logically ordered using time markers
· Cohesion: use of linking words such as first, then, suddenly, afterwards, finally
· Clarity: actions and events are easy to follow
Part Two: Practical Reading Activities
 Paragraph 1: A Missed Opportunity
One morning, I arrived at the bus station earlier than usual, expecting a quiet wait before my journey. While checking my phone, I failed to notice the bus approaching until it was too late. The doors closed just as I reached the platform, leaving me standing there in disbelief. As the bus slowly disappeared, frustration replaced my initial calm. I considered waiting for the next one, but it would arrive an hour later. In the end, I decided to walk back home, reflecting on how a small moment of distraction had completely changed my plans for the day.
Activity
1. Identify the topic sentence.
2. List two verbs that show action.
3. Find three words that indicate sequence of events.
4. Does the paragraph have a clear ending? Explain.
Paragraph 2: An Unexpected Act of Kindness
Late one evening, as I was walking through a poorly lit street, my phone battery suddenly died. Feeling uneasy, I stopped to ask a passerby for directions. To my surprise, the stranger not only explained the route but also offered to walk with me until I reached a safer area. During the short walk, we exchanged a few words, and the initial tension gradually disappeared. When we finally parted ways, I realized that a simple act of kindness had turned an uncomfortable situation into a reassuring experience.
Activity
1. What problem does the narrator face?
2. How is the problem resolved?
3. Identify the concluding sentence.
4. What feeling does the paragraph end with?
Paragraph 3: A Childhood Memory
I still remember the first time I learned to ride a bicycle without assistance. At the beginning, my hands shook as I struggled to keep my balance, and I fell more than once. After several failed attempts, I was ready to give up. However, with encouragement from my family, I tried again, pushing myself forward with determination. When I finally managed to ride on my own, the fear disappeared, replaced by an overwhelming sense of pride. That moment taught me the value of persistence and patience.
Activity
1. What is the main event described?
2. Identify words that show time progression.
3. Does the paragraph move from problem to solution? Explain.
4. What lesson is conveyed at the end?
Paragraph 4: A Moment of Realization
During a long power outage one evening, my family and I sat together without television or internet. At first, the silence felt uncomfortable, and everyone seemed restless. Gradually, we began talking, sharing stories and laughter that had been absent from our daily routines. By the time the electricity returned, no one rushed to turn the lights on. That evening made me realize how easily modern distractions can replace meaningful human interaction.
Activity
1. Identify the setting (time and place).
2. Underline the sentence that shows change.
3. What realization does the narrator reach?
4. Is this paragraph narrative only, or partly reflective? Why?
Optional Follow-up Task
Ask students to write one narrative paragraph (8–10 sentences) about:
· a surprising event,
· a difficult moment, or
· an experience that changed their perspective.
Key Answers
Paragraph 1: A Missed Opportunity
1. Topic sentence:
“One morning, I arrived at the bus station earlier than usual, expecting a quiet wait before my journey.”
2. Two action verbs:
· arrived
· reached / closed / decided (any two are acceptable)
3. Words indicating sequence:
· one morning
· until
· as
· in the end
4. Does the paragraph have a clear ending? Explain.
Yes. The paragraph ends with the narrator’s decision to return home and reflects on how distraction affected the day, providing closure.
Paragraph 2: An Unexpected Act of Kindness
1. Problem faced by the narrator:
The narrator’s phone battery dies, and they feel unsafe and lost.
2. How is the problem resolved?
A stranger helps by giving directions and walking with the narrator to a safer area.
3. Concluding sentence:
“When we finally parted ways, I realized that a simple act of kindness had turned an uncomfortable situation into a reassuring experience.”
4. Final feeling expressed:
Reassurance / relief / gratitude.
Paragraph 3: A Childhood Memory
1. Main event described:
Learning to ride a bicycle without assistance.
2. Words showing time progression:
· at the beginning
· after several failed attempts
· finally
· when
3. Does the paragraph move from problem to solution? Explain.
Yes. The narrator first struggles and fails, then succeeds after persistence and encouragement.
4. Lesson conveyed:
The importance of persistence, patience, and not giving up.
 Paragraph 4: A Moment of Realization
1. Setting (time and place):
· Time: one evening during a power outage
· Place: at home with family
2. Sentence showing change:
“Gradually, we began talking, sharing stories and laughter that had been absent from our daily routines.”
3. Realization reached by the narrator:
Modern distractions often replace meaningful human interaction.
4. Is the paragraph narrative only, or partly reflective? Why?
It is partly reflective because it narrates an event and ends with a personal realization and reflection.
General Note for Correction
Accept equivalent answers if they reflect correct understanding, especially for:
· action verbs
· sequence markers
· emotional interpretation
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