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The expository paragraph 
 
The expository paragraph is a paragraph that presents 
a certain amount of information about a subject. In 
expository paragraph, the writer provides information 
about a particular subject. The methods of 
development in expository includes: giving examples or 
illustration, supplying reasons, explaining a process, 
comparing and contrasting, defining, and classifying .  
 
Consider the following expository paragraph 
 

 
 
 
Illustration or Exemplification Pattern 

This pattern of development uses supporting 

examples to illustrate a generalization. To illustrate 

means to clarify by providing an example, a specific 

instance of a point or general idea. In organizing a 

piece of writing illustratively, we will have to decide 

how many examples we will need to make our point 

and how extensively to develop each. An illustration 

paragraph is used to develop a paragraph by 

providing: one, two, or more examples to make more 

vivid and more exact.  

Organization: 

 

 

 

Transitional Signals  

In addition, we should use exactly the transitional 

devices. Skill in using the transition expressions is 

very vital to coherent writing. Transitional 

expressions are words and phrases that point out the 

exact relation between one idea and another, one 

sentence and another. Words like therefore, however, 

for example, and finally are signals that 

guide the reader from sentence to sentence. Without 

them, even orderly and well-written paragraphs can 

be confusing and hard to follow. Well chosen 

transitional words can help to stress the purpose and 

order of the paragraph. The following are various 

transitional expressions or devices: 



 

      

Read the following paragraph then extract transitional 

devices: 

Outdoor Education remains my favorite field trip 

of all time due to all of the memorable activities 

we experienced. For instance, I was able to touch 

and hold a wide variety of animals that I had 

never seen until I visited their science center. One 

animal was a blue tongue skink that reminded me 

of leather because it was dry and smooth. The 

chinchilla was also smooth, yet its fur was also 

the softest that I had ever felt. This goes to show 

that one can find similarities in unusual places. I 

would have never guessed that a reptile and a 

mammal would have anything in common, but 

their bodies were pleasing to the touch in 

different ways! In addition, I also was able to 

scale to great heights when I visited the high 

ropes course deep in the forest. Once I had my 

safety harness and helmet, I surged upward on 

ladders and nets. The nets were not as 

challenging as the balance beam which turned 

out to be my favorite because of the patience and 

determination that were needed. I realize now 

that even something difficult can be fun. I hope 

to use this thought in other areas of my life 

because now I might achieve even more than 

before. Finally, I loved splashing around Lake 

Peters in the canoe with my partner. The 

direction on how to hold the paddle and how to 

steer were not that hard, but actually doing it on 

the lake was difficult. It became less difficult 

with the help of my partner because we had to 

work together to be successful. This means that 

two heads are better than one! Sometimes we 

depend on others to reach our goals. I have 

learned from this trip that there are many 

opportunities out there for us to experience and 

that we should take advantage of them to create 

life long memories. 

 

 

Task: With the help of the outline below, write 

an expository paragraph 

 

 

 

 


