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The Description of a Person 
Describing a person is different from describing a place or a thing. The writer’s 
purpose is to capture the essence of a person by going beyond physical 
characteristics .The important parts of a description of a person are appearance, 
background, personality, activities, and interests. 
Here, we present a physical description that reveal inner qualities as well. A 
description of a person may almost make the readers think that they know that 
person. When we are describing a person, a progressive arrangement is often the 
most useful. We can move from the most to least telling feature, or move from 
least to most, and on progressively to the next important feature. 
The following are some useful words and phrases to describe a 
person: 

 

 
 
DEscribing an object 

 



One of the ugliest creatures in literature is the monster in the novel 

Frankenstein, The Modern Prometheus, which was written by Mary Shelley in 

the nineteenth century. The monster, which was created by Victor Frankenstein 

when he was a student at a university, has flowing lustrous black hair. The 

monster has pearly white teeth. These fine features form a horrid contrast with 

his other features. He has yellow skin that barely covers his facial muscles. His 

complexion is shrivelled. He has hideous, watery, almost colorless eyes that 

seem to be almost the same color as the sockets that they are set in. Even uglier, 

perhaps, are his lips, which are straight and black. 
 

 

 

 

Directions 

Left below down into across 
right center above past a head 
up through behind toward away from 
against around in front of in back of backward 
Distance 
first foreground background halfway approximately 
last leading to between distant on the edge of 

beyond next to close to long about ten miles 
for near short in the center of 

Area of Space 
Outside inside interior exterior park 
lawn garden field plain hillside 
hall stage alley 
 

 
The following are useful adjectives for descriptive writing: 
For sight 
Size : big, small, medium-sized, huge, tiny, gigantic, tall, short, thick, 
etc. 
Shape : round, square, triangular, rectangular, conical, oval, linear, 
dotted. 
Color : red, white, brown, blue, green, orange, pink, violet, gold, silver, 
and so forth. 
For the other senses 
Sound : loud, soft, harmonious, harsh, pleasant, unpleasant, groan. 
Taste : sweet, sour, salty, bitter, delicious, tasty, tasteless, cool, warm. 
Touch : rough, smooth, slippery, hard, sunny, squeeze, hot. 
Smell : strong, fragrant, scented, sharp, hard. 
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