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Lesson 02 : Paragraph Organization 

 

Paragraph Structure 

A paragraph has three parts: a topic sentence, several supporting sentences, and a concluding 
sentence. 

1. The topic sentence tells what topic the paragraph is going to discuss. 

2. The supporting sentences give details about the topic. 

3. The concluding sentence summarizes the main points or restates the topic sentence in 

different words. 

A paragraph is like a sandwich. The topic sentence and concluding sentences are the two 

pieces of "bread" enclosing the "meat" -the supporting sentences. A diagram of a paragraph 

looks like this: 

 

 

Consider the following paragraph : 
 

 

In addition to the three structural parts of a paragraph mentioned above, a good paragraph 

also has the elements of unity and coherence. Unity means what you discuss only one main 

idea in a paragraph. The main idea is stated in the topic sentence, and then every supporting 

sentence develops that idea. Coherence means that your paragraph is easy to read and 

understand because (1) your supporting sentences are in some kind of logical order, and (2) 

your ideas are connected by the use of appropriate transition signals. 

 

 

In the following paragraph is structured as follows : 
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The model pargraph below , on gold , serves as a good illustration for the main parts of a good 
English paragraph. It is structured as follows : 

Topic sentence : 

Gold, a precious metal, is prized for two important characteristics. 

Supprotting sentences : 

Gold has a lustrous beauty that is resistant to corrosion. 

it is suitable for jewelry, coins, and ornamental purposes. 

Example :a Macedonian coin remains as untarnished today as the 

day it was minted twenty-three centuries. 

usefulness to industry and science 
It has been used in hundreds of industrials applications. 

The most recent use of gold is in astronauts’ suits. 

Astronauts wear gold-plated heat shields for protection outside the spaceship 

Conclusing sentences : 

Gold is treasured not only for its beauty, but also for its utility. 

 

Unity : 

In this paragraph , the writer introduces two important characteristics of gold as it is stated in 

the topic sentence. He did not discuss anything else such as the price of gold, the history of 

gold, or gold mining. 

Important characteristic 1 : Gold has a lustrous beauty that is resistant to corrosion. 

Important characteristic 2 : usefulness to industry and science 

 

Coherence : 

In the model of paragraph about gold, there are two main supporting ideas, those are, gold is 

beautiful and gold is useful. Each of these supporting ideas is discussed, one after the other, and 

an example is given for each one. This is one kind of logical order. Furthermore, the relationship 

between the ideas is clearly shown by using appropriate transition signals (words and phrases) 

such as “first of all,” “another important characteristics,” “for example,” and “in conclusion.” 
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