Conjunctions are words that connect: words, phrases, clauses, or whole sentences
They help us show relationships between ideas such as addition, contrast, cause, result, and choice. Without conjunctions, our speech would sound short, unnatural, and disconnected.
There are four main types of conjunctions
1. Coordinating conjunctions
2. Subordinating conjunctions
3. Correlative conjunctions
4. Conjunctive adverbs
1. Coordinating Conjunctions (FANBOYS) For – And – Nor – But – Or – Yet – So
They join equal elements:
· word + word
· phrase + phrase
· clause + clause
Examples:
· I like tea and coffee.
· She was tired, but she continued working.
· It was late, so we went home.
Coordinating conjunctions are words used to join words, phrases, or independent clauses that are equal in grammatical importance and structure. 
Functions of Each Conjunction
· For → gives a reason (similar to because).
Formal and literary; mainly joins independent clauses.
· And → adds information.
Used with words, phrases, and clauses.
· Nor → adds an extra negative idea after a negative statement.
Requires negative inversion when joining clauses.
· But → shows contrast.
· Or → presents choices or alternatives.
· Yet → shows contrast with surprise.
· So → expresses a result or consequence.

Punctuation Rules
1. Between Independent Clauses
Use a comma before the conjunction:
She was tired, so she went home.
The comma is optional if clauses are very short:
He works hard and he succeeds.
2. Between Words or Phrases
No comma:
Tea and coffee
Happy yet nervous
3. In Lists (Serial / Oxford Comma)
The comma before and is optional:
I like apples, bananas, and figs.
I like apples, bananas and figs.
· American English: usually uses it.
· British English: usually avoids it.
2. Subordinating Conjunctions
Subordinating conjunctions are used to form complex sentences by joining: one independent (main) clause, and one dependent (subordinate) clause. They express logical relationships like cause, contrast, condition, time, place…etc. 
Main Functions of Subordinating Conjunctions
1. Cause: as, because, since
She stayed home because she was sick.
2. Comparison & Concession: like similarity, contrast, concession
Similarity: as, just as
He reacted just as I expected.
Contrast while, whereas
She loves math, whereas I prefer literature.
Concession (unexpected result) although, though, even though
I went out even though it was raining.
3. Condition (Hypothetical Situations)
if, even if, as long as, provided (that), providing, in case
I’ll go if you come.
I’ll help you even if you don’t ask.
Take an umbrella in case it rains.
4. Place: where, wherever 
He lives where it’s quiet.
I’ll follow you wherever you go.
5. Reason / Purpose: in order that, so that, so
She whispered so that nobody would hear.
6. Time: before, when, once, as soon as, after, until, whenever
I slept before I studied.
Call me as soon as you arrive.
I relaxed after I finished work.
Wait here until I return.
She smiles whenever she sees him.
Structure and Punctuation: 
The order of clauses is flexible:
· Main clause first → no comma. Example: I went home because I was tired.
· Subordinate clause first → comma required. Example: Because I was tired, I went home.

3. Correlative Conjunctions (Paired)
They always come in pairs, they add emphasis and require parallel structure.
· both … and
· either … or
· neither … nor
· not only … but also
· whether … or
Examples:
· She is both smart and kind.
· You can either stay or leave.
· He is not only rich but also generous.
Correlative Conjunctions
Correlative conjunctions (also called paired conjunctions) are pairs of words that always work together to join two elements of equal grammatical importance and structure.
Unlike coordinating conjunctions, they can join only two elements, not more.
Common Correlative Conjunctions
· [bookmark: _GoBack]both … and
· either … or
· neither … nor
· not … but
· not only … but also
· just as … so
· whether … or

Main Functions
1. Emphasis
· both … and → emphasizes that two things are true.
· not only … but also → emphasizes an additional, often surprising fact.
2. Choice
· either … or → presents two alternatives.
· whether … or → expresses doubt or uncertainty, or that something happens regardless of the choice.
3. Negation
· neither … nor → negates both options.
4. Contrast / Correction
· not … but → rejects the first idea and emphasizes the second.
5. Similarity
· just as … so → shows parallel or similar situations.

Parallel Structure (Very Important)
Correlative conjunctions require parallel grammar:
both elements must have the same form.
Correct:
· both large and cozy (adjectives)
· either to study or to work (verb phrases)
Incorrect:
· ✖ both a movie and boring
· ✖ either the book or reading

Punctuation
· Use a comma when joining two independent clauses:
Either he will call, or she will visit.
· No comma when joining words or phrases:
She is both smart and kind.

Inversion (Word Order)
With some structures, we use negative inversion:
· neither … nor
· not only … but also (when starting a clause)
Example:
Not only is she talented, but she also works hard.

Subject–Verb Agreement
Two singular subjects
→ verb is singular
Neither the teacher nor the student is here.
Two plural subjects
→ verb is plural
Neither the teachers nor the students are here.
One singular + one plural
→ verb agrees with the closest subject
Neither my cousins nor my mom likes swimming.

Pronoun Agreement
Pronouns usually agree with the nearest noun:
Neither Mike nor his friends stated their opinion.
Neither his friends nor Mike stated his opinion.

In One Sentence:
Correlative conjunctions are fixed pairs that link two parallel elements, express emphasis, choice, negation, contrast, or similarity, and require careful attention to parallel structure, inversion, and agreement.
· 
4. Conjunctive Adverbs
They connect two independent clauses ( however, therefore, nevertheless, moreover, consequently, instead) Example:
She failed the exam; however, she did not give up.
. “Nor” and Negative Inversion
This is a high-level structure:
I don’t like football, nor do I like basketball.
Explain:
· after nor, the verb comes before the subject.
This links nicely with your syntax/tree diagram lectures.
Classroom activity: Join these sentences using a conjunction
1. I was tired. I finished my homework.
2. She likes tea. She likes coffee.
3. He failed the test. He didn’t study.

