 The Literature Review – From Theory to Writing
Course: English for Research and Thesis Writing (UEF 2.1) Target: 1st Year Master’s Students (Economics & Management)
1. Definition and Purpose
A Literature Review is a critical analysis of published sources on a particular topic. It is not just a summary of what you read; it is a synthesis that shows how different studies relate to one another.
· Goal: To justify your research by showing a "gap" in current knowledge.
· Focus: Themes, trends, and debates (not just a list of authors).
2. Structure: The "Funnel" Method
Organize your writing from general background to your specific focus:
1. Introduction: Define the topic and establish the importance of the field.
2. Thematic Body: Group authors together based on their findings (e.g., "Supporters of Digitalization" vs. "Critics of Digitalization").
3. The Gap: Identify what is missing or contradictory in the existing literature.
4. Conclusion: Summarize how your study will fill that gap.
3. Essential Writing Skills
A. Summarizing (Condensing)
Reducing a text to its main point in your own words.
· General: "This paper talks about the stock market."
· Academic: "Hassan (2023) examines the volatility of emerging stock markets during global crises."
B. Paraphrasing (Restating)
Rewriting a specific idea from a source without changing the meaning. You must change both the vocabulary and the sentence structure.
· Source: "The company failed because it did not adapt to digital trends."
· Paraphrase: "A lack of digital integration resulted in the firm's collapse (Jones, 2021)."
C. Synthesis (Combining)
Showing how multiple sources relate. This is the "Master's Level" skill.
· Example: "While Smith (2019) argues that taxes discourage investment, Taylor (2022) maintains that infrastructure spending offsets this effect. In contrast, recent data from Algeria (Belhadj, 2023) suggests a middle ground..."
4. Academic Vocabulary for Reviewing
Use these "Signposting" words to guide your reader:
	Function
	Transition Words
	Reporting Verbs

	Agreement
	Similarly, Furthermore, In line with...
	Confirms, Supports, Validates

	Disagreement
	However, Conversely, Despite this...
	Challenges, Questions, Refutes

	Logic
	Therefore, Consequently, Thus...
	Suggests, Indicates, Proves


5. Avoiding Plagiarism (APA Style)
Plagiarism is using someone else's work without credit. To avoid it, always use In-text Citations.
· Standard Citation: "Marketing increases sales (Brown, 2020)."
· Author as Subject: "Brown (2020) states that marketing increases sales."
· Direct Quote (Use sparingly): "Marketing is 'the engine of growth' (Brown, 2020, p. 45)."
6. Practical Exercise: Synthesizing Sources
Read these two findings and write one synthesized sentence:
1. Source A (Abidi, 2021): Small businesses in Algeria are struggling because of high bank interest rates.
2. Source B (Mansouri, 2022): New government subsidies are helping some small businesses survive.
Draft your Synthesis:
Example Answer: Although Abidi (2021) identifies high interest rates as a primary struggle for Algerian SMEs, Mansouri (2022) suggests that government subsidies are partially mitigating these financial challenges.
7. Self-Check Checklist
· [ ] Did I group studies by theme rather than just listing authors?
· [ ] Did I use reporting verbs (e.g., claims, demonstrates)?
· [ ] Is every idea that is not mine followed by a citation?
· [ ] Have I identified a gap that my thesis will address?
