Module: Management of household and similar waste
Teacher responsible for the module: Guemini Nassira

Lesson No 05:  The management of household and similar waste (HSW) in Algeria.

1- Official Objectives of Waste Management in Algeria
1. Ensure effective organisation and control of waste management
The law establishes the framework for taking charge of waste collection, transport, treatment, recovery, and final disposal to guarantee effective and environmentally sound management of all waste types.
Reference: Law No. 01-19 of 12 December 2001, (Official Gazette of the Republic of Algeria

2. Prevent and reduce waste generation at the source
The government aims to reduce waste production through prevention, eco-design, cleaner production, and sustainable consumption practices.
Reference: Law No. 01-19 of 2001


3. Protect human health and the environment
Waste management must be carried out in such a way as to prevent or minimise negative impacts on public health, natural resources, and ecosystems.
Reference: Law No. 01-19 of 2001, Article 2 (Objectives of waste management)

4. Apply the “polluter pays” principle
Every generator of waste is financially responsible for its management, particularly when the waste cannot be recovered or reused.
Reference: Law No. 01-19 of 2001, Article 6


5. Promote recovery, recycling, and valorisation of waste
Priority is given to the reuse, recycling, and recovery of materials and energy from waste to reduce landfill use and preserve natural resources.
Reference: Law No. 25-02 of 20 February 2025, Article 5 bis – Promotion of waste recovery and circular economy

6. Develop a National Integrated Waste Management Strategy
The Ministry of Environment must prepare and implement a national strategy that defines objectives, orientations, and measures for integrated waste management across the country.
Reference: Law No. 25-02 of 2025, Article 8 bis – Creation of the national integrated waste management strategy


7. Encourage citizen awareness and participation
Citizens and communities are to be informed and educated about the health and environmental risks of waste and encouraged to adopt responsible waste-sorting and reduction behaviors.
Reference: Law No. 01-19 of 2001, Article 10 – Public information and awareness

8. Promote a circular and green economy
The 2025 amendment emphasises the transition from a linear to a circular economy, replacing single-use plastics, extending producer responsibility, and fostering green industries.
Reference: Law No. 25-02 of 2025, Articles 20–25 – Circular economy and extended producer responsibility

9. Strengthen institutional and technical capacity
The law calls for improved coordination between ministries, local authorities, and agencies, along with modern infrastructure and digital monitoring tools for waste tracking.
Reference: Law No. 25-02 of 2025, Article 9 bis – Digitalization and institutional coordination

2 - Institutions and Modes of Waste Management in Algeria
2-1- Institutional bodies responsible for waste management
Waste management in Algeria involves several institutions operating at national, regional, and local levels.
1. Ministry of Environment and Renewable Energies
· Responsible for the national waste management policy.
· Develops laws, strategies, and national programs (e.g., National Program for Integrated Waste Management – PROGID).
· Supervises the National Waste Agency (AND).
2. National Waste Agency (AND)
A central actor in the system:
· Plans and monitors waste management at the national level.
· Develops national databases.
· Supports local authorities.
· Promotes sorting, recycling, and waste valorisation.
3. Local authorities (APC and Wilaya administrations)
· Responsible for household waste collection and transport.
· Manage technical landfill centers (CETs) with support from environmental directorates.
4. Local Public Enterprises (EPL) / EPIC)
· Created by municipalities to handle:
· waste collection,
· street sweeping,
· operation of local treatment facilities.
· Examples: EPIC Netcom, Extranet, etc.
	        Difference Between EPL and EPIC
1. EPL – Établissement Public Local
EPL is a general category of public entities created and owned by local authorities (municipalities/APC).
· It means “Local Public Establishment.”
· It can include different types of local public bodies.
· EPLs can have either an administrative or commercial/industrial status.
                              EPL as the big category or umbrella term.

2. EPIC – Établissement Public à caractère Industriel et Commercial
EPIC is a specific type of public establishment that operates like a commercial/industrial enterprise.
· It means “Public Industrial and Commercial Establishment.”
· It has financial and administrative autonomy.
· It functions similarly to a company:
· can generate revenue,
· can sign contracts,
· can manage its own budget.
Many EPLs in waste management are organized as EPIC because they need to operate services that generate income (waste collection fees, contracts, etc.).

                          In simple terms
✔ EPL = the general category (local public establishment)
✔ EPIC = a specific type of EPL with commercial/industrial status
So:    All EPICs are EPLs, but not all EPLs are EPICs.

              Example (Waste Management)
A municipality creates an EPL to handle waste services.
If this EPL operates with commercial autonomy (contracts, revenue), it becomes an EPIC.
Examples of EPL/EPIC in Algeria
· Netcom (Algiers)
· Extranet (Constantine)
· Eradj (Oran)
· Tafat (Tizi Ouzou)
· They are all EPIC (Établissements Publics à caractère Industriel et Commercial), which means they are local public enterprises created by municipalities to manage urban cleaning and waste collection.
These are EPICs, and therefore also EPLs.




5. Private sector
Active in:
· Pre-collection and collection services,
· Transport,
· Recycling industries (plastic, paper, metals),
· Operation of controlled landfill sites in some cases,
· Various waste treatment and valorization activities.
6. Other actors
· Ministry of Industry: industrial and hazardous waste.
· Ministry of Health: medical waste.
· Civil society organisations: public awareness and sorting campaigns.



2- Modes of waste management in Algeria
1. Waste collection
· Mostly traditional collections using garbage trucks.
· Mechanized collection and standardized bins in certain major cities.
· Selective collection is being piloted in Alger, Oran, Constantine, and Tlemcen.
2. Waste transport
· Provided mainly by APCs and EPICs.
· Transport of hazardous waste requires specific authorization and certified vehicles.
3. Waste treatment and disposal
a) Technical Landfills (CET)
· The dominant disposal method.
· Over 40 CETs operate nationwide.
· Equipped with leachate drainage and biogas management systems.
b) Controlled landfills
· Intermediate solution between open dumps and fully engineered CETs.
· Partially equipped but lack complete environmental protection systems.
c) Composting
· Limited but expanding.
· Aimed at processing organic waste (green waste, market waste, food waste).
d) Recycling
Still developing, mainly led by private SMEs.
Most active recycling streams:
· Plastic,
· Paper and cardboard,
· Metals,
· Glass.
Informal waste pickers also play a key role in material recovery.
e) Energy recovery (planned/pilot stage)
· Projects for waste-to-energy incineration and biogas valorization.
· Mostly still under study or pilot testing.

2-1-Management of special and hazardous waste
· Industrial hazardous waste: governed by specific regulations.
· Medical waste: treated through incineration or autoclaving in hospitals.
· Electronic waste (WEEE): emerging collection and recycling sector.


2-2-Current challenges
· Persistence of illegal dumpsites.
· Low recycling rate (approx. 7–10%).
· Lack of waste sorting at the source.
· Financial and equipment constraints for municipalities.
· Need for modernisation of infrastructure.

2-3-Future perspectives
· Development of a circular economy.
· Strengthening public–private partnerships.
· Expansion of selective sorting programs.
· Digitalization of waste tracking systems.
· Development of new valorisation sectors (biogas, composting, recycled materials).



3- Communal (or Municipal) Household and Similar Waste Management Plan
             Schéma communal de gestion des déchets ménagers et assimilés 
1) Provisions of Law No. 01-19 of 12 December 2001
Law 01-19 establishes a communal scheme for the management of household and similar waste (SCGDMA) and defines its content and procedure.
a) Purpose / content of the communal scheme
The communal scheme must include the following elements:
· an inventory of the quantities of household, similar, and inert waste produced in the municipality, including their composition and characteristics.
· an inventory and mapping of existing treatment sites/facilities.
· an estimate of required treatment capacities (including facilities shared between several municipalities).
· the priorities for establishing new facilities.
· the options chosen for waste collection, transport, and sorting, as well as the required economic/financial resources.
b) Who prepares it and who approves it?
· It is prepared under the authority of the President of the Communal Popular Assembly (APC).
· It covers the entire municipal territory and must be consistent with the Wilaya Development Plan (PAW).
· It is approved by the competent wali (provincial governor).
c) Communal responsibility
The law states that the management of household and similar waste falls under the responsibility of the municipality, which organizes the public service for collection, transport, and treatment. The municipality may also cooperate with other municipalities or delegate the service to an operator.
(The detailed procedures for drafting, consultation, and revision were later specified by Executive Decree No. 07-205 of 2007.)

2) What Law No. 25-02 of 20 February 2025 changes or adds
Law 25-02 amends and supplements Law 01-19. It does not abolish the communal scheme; it remains the basic planning tool at the municipal level. However, it strengthens the overall framework by adding new planning levels and adopting an integrated-management approach.
a) Continuation of the communal scheme
The articles concerning the municipality’s role and the existence of the communal scheme remain in the consolidated law.
b) Major new element: the wilaya-level scheme
The 2025 law introduces a “wilaya scheme for the integrated management of household, similar, and inert waste”, which is:
· prepared under the authority of the wali,
· developed in consultation with municipalities,
· and approved at the wilaya level.
➡️ As a result, the communal scheme must now fit into a hierarchical planning structure: municipality → wilaya → national level.
c) National strategy and national plan
The law also introduces:
· a national strategy for integrated waste management and its related action plans (led by the Ministry of the Environment);
· a national information and waste-mapping system.
d) Stronger focus on recovery and the circular economy
The 2025 version expands definitions and emphasizes:
· waste-prevention measures, sorting, and material/energy recovery;
· extended producer responsibility (EPR) and eco-organisations;
· the progressive reduction of single-use plastics.

3) Simple comparative summary
1) Provisions of Law No. 01-19 of 12 December 2001
Law 01-19 establishes a communal scheme for the management of household and similar waste (SCGDMA) and defines its content and procedure.
a) Purpose / content of the communal scheme
The communal scheme must include the following elements:
· an inventory of the quantities of household, similar, and inert waste produced in the municipality, including their composition and characteristics.
· an inventory and mapping of existing treatment sites/facilities.
· an estimate of required treatment capacities (including facilities shared between several municipalities);
· the priorities for establishing new facilities.
· the options chosen for waste collection, transport, and sorting, as well as the required economic/financial resources.
b) Who prepares it and who approves it?
· It is prepared under the authority of the President of the Communal Popular Assembly (APC).
· It covers the entire municipal territory and must be consistent with the Wilaya Development Plan (PAW).
· It is approved by the competent wali (provincial governor).
c) Communal responsibility
The law states that the management of household and similar waste falls under the responsibility of the municipality, which organizes the public service for collection, transport, and treatment. The municipality may also cooperate with other municipalities or delegate the service to an operator.
(The detailed procedures for drafting, consultation, and revision were later specified by Executive Decree No. 07-205 of 2007.)

2) What Law No. 25-02 of 20 February 2025 changes or adds
Law 25-02 amends and supplements Law 01-19. It does not abolish the communal scheme; it remains the basic planning tool at the municipal level. However, it strengthens the overall framework by adding new planning levels and adopting an integrated-management approach.
a) Continuation of the communal scheme
The articles concerning the municipality’s role and the existence of the communal scheme remain in the consolidated law.
b) Major new element: the wilaya-level scheme
The 2025 law introduces a “wilaya scheme for the integrated management of household, similar, and inert waste”, which is:
· prepared under the authority of the wali,
· developed in consultation with municipalities,
· and approved at the wilaya level.
➡️ As a result, the communal scheme must now fit into a hierarchical planning structure: municipality → wilaya → national level.
c) National strategy and national plan
The law also introduces:
· a national strategy for integrated waste management and its related action plans (led by the Ministry of the Environment);
· a national information and waste-mapping system.
d) Stronger focus on recovery and the circular economy
The 2025 version expands definitions and emphasizes:
· waste-prevention measures, sorting, and material/energy recovery;
· extended producer responsibility (EPR) and eco-organisations;
· the progressive reduction of single-use plastics.

3) Simple comparative summary
	Point
	Law 2001 (01-19)
	Law 2025 (25-02)

	Communal tool
	Mandatory SCGDMA with detailed content
	SCGDMA maintained

	Communal authority
	APC president prepares it; wali approves
	Same

	Higher-level planning
	No wilaya-level scheme in the initial law
	Creation of a wilaya-level scheme

	National oversight
	General principles
	National strategy + integrated national plan + information system

	Orientation
	Management/disposal + sorting/recovery
	Integrated management + circular economy + EPR (Extended Producer Responsibility)



4- Costs of household waste management
what it typically costs in terms of collection, treatment, and what households are charged. Reality varies depending on municipality, but studies provide some concrete numbers.
According to a 2015 study, the “willingness to pay” (i.e. what households are ready to pay for improved waste-management) was estimated at about 1,390 Algerian dinars (DZD) per household per year. (Djemaci, B., & Nourddine, N. (2018). La revalorisation de taxes locales via le consentement à payer : cas de la taxe d’enlèvement des ordures ménagers en Algérie. DIRASSAT Journal, 15(2), 5–19. Laghouat University.)
Official charges for household waste collection (for many households) typically range between 500 and 1,000 DZD per year, depending on local municipality. (Brahim, DJEMACI, 2015. "Using a Contingent Valuation Approach for Improved Household Solid Waste Management in Algeria," MPRA Paper 68443, University Library of Munich, Germany.) 
On the side of actual service provision: for example in one city’s analysis, the mean cost for waste collection, transport and disposal was estimated to about 3,000 DZD per ton of waste. (Kouloughli, S., & Kanfoud, S. (2017). Municipal solid waste management in Constantine, Algeria. Journal of Geoscience and Environment Protection, 5(1), 77–85. https://doi.org/10.4236/gep.2017.51006)
Another reference estimates typical costs of collection (and transport) between 2,300 and 2,700 DZD per ton; and a total overall cost (collection + transport + disposal) between 3,100 and 3,900 DZD per ton, in the region around the capital. (Réseau Algérien d’Économie Circulaire. (2022). Valorisation des Déchets Ménagers et Assimilés [Conference n° 03, 5–6 October 2022]. CALEC. http://www.calec-dz.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/conferance-n%C2%B0-03-de-5-et-6-Octobre-2022.pdf)
limitations & gaps
· The “per-household fee” (500–1,000 DZD) covers only a small fraction of the real cost. For example, one study estimated that households’ contributions cover only about 37% of the actual cost of a “new management program.”
Djemaci, B. (2015). Using a Contingent Valuation Approach for Improved Household Solid Waste Management in Algeria. MPRA Paper 68443, University Library of Munich. https://mpra.ub.uni-muenchen.de/68443/1/MPRA_paper_68443.pdf
· There is no single “national uniform cost” — it depends a lot on the municipality, the collection system, quality of service, waste volume, and local policies.
· There is no recent (2024–2025) publicly available nationwide official average cost per household that accounts for variation across all regions.
5- Financial provisions (financial arrangements)
In general, the Financial Provisions establish who pays for waste services, how municipalities can gain revenue, and how the government encourages improvements in the waste-management system.
First, the costs of transporting and treating special and inert waste must be paid by those who produce or hold the waste. Managing disposal sites for inert waste can also generate income for municipalities.
Second, services such as waste collection, transport, storage, and disposal lead to the payment of taxes and fees. The law determines the types and amounts of these charges.
Finally, the State provides incentive measures to support the development of waste collection, sorting, transport, recycling, and disposal activities. The details of these incentives are defined through regulations.
Transitional Provisions
This title establishes deadlines for different actors to comply with the new legal requirements on waste management.
Municipalities with more than 100,000 inhabitants are given two years to align with Article 29.
Operators of existing treatment facilities for special and household waste have five years to meet the law’s conditions.
Managers of inert waste disposal sites must comply within three years.
Finally, holders of existing stocks of special or hazardous waste are granted two years to bring their practices into conformity.
Overall, these provisions set staged transition periods to allow institutions and operators time to adapt to the legislative changes.












lV.6 Disposition particulière 
lV.7 Dispositions transitoires 

