Before Reported Speech
Sentence Structure 
English sentences have a basic word order: Subject + Verb + Object.
When we report speech, especially questions, we need to change the question into normal sentence order first.
English basic sentence structure: Subject + Verb + Object (SVO)
Example: She (S) reads (V) books (O).
Question structure often changes order: Auxiliary + Subject + Verb
Example: Does she read?
	Type
	Example
	Structure

	Statement
	She likes tea.
	S + V + O

	Question (Yes/No)
	Do you like tea?
	Do/Does + S + V

	WH Question
	Where do you live?
	WH + do/does + S + V

	Command
	Close the door.
	Verb (base form)




Statements
	Direct Sentence
	Type

	I play football.
	Statement

	She works at a bank.
	Statement


Yes/No Questions
	Direct
	Statement Form

	Do you play football?
	You play football.

	Does she work here?
	She works here.

	Is he tired?
	He is tired.



WH-Questions
	Direct
	Statement Form

	Where do you live?
	You live…

	Why is he sad?
	He is sad…

	When did they arrive?
	They arrived…


Commands
	Direct
	Statement Meaning

	Stop talking!
	You must stop talking.

	Sit down.
	You must sit down.



Change the questions into statements first.”
1. Do they study English? → They study English.
2. Where does she live? → She lives…
3. Did you see him? → You saw him.
Rewrite as statements:
1. Do you like chocolate?
2. Where did he go?
3. Are they ready?
4. Why are you late?
5. Does she speak English?
Verb Tenses & Back-Shifting 
Reported speech requires back-shifting when reporting past speech. When we report what someone said, we often move the tense one step back in time. This is called back-shifting.”

	Direct Speech Tense
	Reported Speech

	Present Simple
	Past Simple

	Present Continuous
	Past Continuous

	Present Perfect
	Past Perfect

	Will
	Would

	Can
	Could



Examples
	Direct
	Reported

	“I am happy.”
	He said he was happy.

	“I have finished.”
	She said she had finished.

	“I will go.”
	He said he would go.

	“I can swim.”
	She said she could swim.



Guided Practice: Change to past tense:
1. She is tired →
2. They are working →
3. I have seen it →
4. We will come →
Pronouns & Possessives
Pronouns change based on speaker → listener → third person. Pronouns depend on who originally said the sentence and who we are reporting to.



	Direct
	Reported

	I
	he / she

	We
	They

	You
	I / we / they

	My
	his / her

	Our
	Their


	Direct
	Reported

	“I lost my keys.”
	He said he lost his keys.

	“We love our teacher.”
	They said they loved their teacher.

	“You are my friend.”
	She told me I was her friend.





Change the pronouns:
1. “I like my job,” she said.
2. “We finished our homework,” they said.
3. “You lost your phone,” he said to me.
Change pronouns and rewrite:
1. “I forgot my password,” he said.
2. “We will visit our parents,” they said.
3. “You are my sister,” she said to me. 

Time & Place Expressions
Time changes when the situation changes. We use past time words in reported speech.

	Direct
	Reported

	Today
	that day

	Yesterday
	the day before

	Tomorrow
	the next day

	Now
	Then

	Here
	There

	This
	That

	These
	Those



	Direct
	Reported

	“I’ll do it tomorrow.”
	He said he would do it the next day.

	“I met her yesterday.”
	He said he met her the day before.

	“Come here now!”
	She told me to come there then.



Change the time/place words:
1. “I’ll go tomorrow.”
2. “I am busy now.”
3. “We came here yesterday.”
Rewrite with time change:
1. “I saw him yesterday.”
2. “I will call you tomorrow.”
3. “She is coming today.”

Question Forms before Reporting
Reported questions use statement order, not question order. We are NOT asking a question anymore — we are reporting it. So the grammar becomes a statement.
❌ Do you like tea?  ✅ if you like tea
	Direct Question
	Normal Form

	Do you like tea?
	You like tea

	Where does he live?
	He lives…

	Why are they late?
	They are late




Convert to statement order:
1. Do they work here?
2. Why is she crying?
3. When did you arrive?
Rewrite as statements:
1. Where does he go?
2. Does she drive?
3. Why did they leave?

Modal Verbs before Reported Speech
Most modals move to a past-like form in reported speech. 

Modal Shift Table
	Direct
	Reported

	will
	Would

	can
	Could

	may
	Might

	must
	had to (usually)



Examples
	Direct
	Reported

	“I can do it.”
	He said he could do it.

	“I will call you.”
	She said she would call me.

	“I must leave.”
	He said he had to leave.



Guided Practice
1. I can help →
2. She will study →
3. I must go →
4. They will come.
5. She can dance.
6. I must sleep.
SAY vs TELL
“Say does NOT take a person directly. Tell ALWAYS takes a person.”
	Verb
	Pattern

	say
	say + clause    e.g. he said that he was happy”

	tell
	tell + object + clause     e.g. she told me she was tired


SAY = idea
TELL = person + idea
Rewrite:
1. She said, “I am ready.”
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]He told me, “You are late.”
