
In-text citation 

The following citation style is based on the American Psychological Association (APA). 

 

In the case of summarising and paraphrasing: 

- Use of the author(s)’ last name only and the year of publication. 

 

Primary Source Secondary Source 

Author(s) Year of 

publication 

In-text citation Example The primary source is reported in 

the work of Lin Huang in 2020 

1 author 

John Field 

2008 - Field (2008)  

 

- (Field, 2008). 

- Field (2008) argues that this 

teaching method is effective. 

- This teaching method was found to 

be effective (Field, 2008). 

- Field (2008, as cited in Huang, 

2020) argues that this teaching 

method is effective. 

- This teaching method was found to 

be effective (Field, 2008, as cited 

in Huang, 2020). 

2 authors 

John Field 

Suzanne Graham 

2012 - Field and Graham (2012)  

 

 

- (Field & Graham, 2012) 

- Field and Graham (2012) argue 

that this teaching method is 

effective. 

- This teaching method was found to 

be effective (Field & Graham, 

2012) 

- Field and Graham (2012, as cited 

in Huang, 2020) argue that this 

teaching method is effective. 

- This teaching method was found to 

be effective (Field & Graham, 

2012, as cited in Huang, 2020) 

More than 2 authors 

John Field 

Suzanne Graham 

Larry Vandergrift 

2015 - Field et al. (2015)  

 

- (Field et al., 2015) 

- Field et al. (2015) argue that this 

teaching method is effective. 

- This teaching method was found to 

be effective (Field et al., 2015). 

- Field et al. (2015, as cited in 

Huang, 2020) argue that this 

teaching method is effective. 

- This teaching method was found to 

be effective (Field et al., 2015, as 

cited in Huang, 2020). 



In the case of quoting: 

- Use of the author(s)’ last name only, the year of publication, and the page number. 

 

Primary Source Secondary Source 

Author(s) Year of 

publication 

Page 

number 

In-text citation Example The primary source is reported in 

the work of Lin Huang in 2020 

1 author 

John Field 

2008 20 - Field (2008, p.20)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- (Field, 2008, p.20). 

- Field (2008) argues that “the 

comprehension-based instruction 

is misleading” (p.20). 

Or 

- Field (2008, p.20) argues that “the 

comprehension-based instruction 

is misleading”. 

 

- …….“the comprehension-based 

instruction is misleading” (Field, 

2008, p.20). 

- Field (2008, as cited in Huang, 

2020) argues that “the 

comprehension-based instruction 

is misleading” (p.20). 

Or 

 

 

2 authors 

John Field 

Suzanne Graham 

2012 20 - Field and Graham (2012)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- (Field & Graham, 2012) 

- Field and Graham (2012, p.20) 

argue that “the comprehension-

based instruction is misleading”.  

- Or Field and Graham (2012) 

argues that “the comprehension-

based instruction is misleading” 

(p.20).  

 

- …….“the comprehension-based 

instruction is misleading” (Field 

& Graham, 2012, p.20) 

- Field and Graham (2012, as 

cited in Huang, 2020) argue that 

“the comprehension-based 

instruction is misleading” (p.20).  

 

 



More than 2 authors 

 

 

John Field 

Suzanne Graham 

Larry Vandergrift 

2015 20 - Field et al. (2015)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

- (Field et al., 2015) 

- Field et al. (2015, p.20) argue that 

“the comprehension-based 

instruction is misleading”.  

- Or Field et al. (2015) argue that 

“the comprehension-based 

instruction is misleading” (p.20).  

 

- ……“the comprehension-based 

instruction is misleading” (Field 

et al., 2015, p.20) 

 

- Field et al. (2015, as cited in 

Huang, 2020) argue that “the 

comprehension-based instruction 

is misleading” (p.20).  

 

 

 


