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The objectives of environment law

The Environmental law creates a regulatory framework for the sustainable
use and management of natural resources base, and provides for the conservation
and rehabilitation of the environment towards achieving specified social,
economic, reconstruction and ecological goals.

The Environmental law 1s the overarching framework into which all sector
specific environmental and natural resource legislation must fit. In more simple
terms, the Environment law should be regarded as the head of the family of
environmental law, regulations and procedures that deal with specific aspects of
environment (such as forests, rangeland, water, agriculture, wildlife, mining,
protected areas, environment impact assessment, pollution control, waste
management and so on). That Sustamable development is one of the key
objectives of modemn international law and policy. It is commonly defined as
development that meets the needs of the present generation without

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. What this



means 1n practice, for example, is that communities using local water, forest,
rangeland and wildlife resources should not over-harvest them, to ensure that their
children, and grandchildren, will also have access to such resources.

The environment occupies a central position in the international legal order.
Recently The international Court of Justice has confirmed the "Obligations of
states to respect and protect the natural environment " and expressed the opinion
that their " general obligation ...to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction
or control respect the environment of other states or areas beyond national control
1s now part of the corpus of international law relating to the environment ". This

latter obligation, it 1s now clear, is applicable at all times and to all activities.

The relationship between environmental protection and international law has
been transformed in recent years. International environmental issues are now a
central concern of the United Nations, GATT, and other international institutions,
and of all governments. Scientific and political concern about global and regional
environmental 1ssues 1s indicated by a sharp increase in the number of
international agreements relating to the protection of the environment.

At any given time, negotiations are in progress for many different
instruments in different meetings, making it virtually impossible for all but the

most highly resourced states to maintain effective, and consistent, negotiating

positions.
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