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Superlative 

This grammatical concept plays a crucial role in describing and 

comparing things.  
The superlative degree is a grammatical form that expresses the highest 

degree of a quality or quantity. It's used to compare three or more things and 

identify the one that possesses the highest or lowest degree of a particular quality, 

the smallest, the tallest. “THE” is used with superlative adjectives. there are 

two types of superlative 

 1- Superlative of superiority.  

Superlative adjectives of superiority are used to describe something that 

possesses the highest degree of a quality compared to all others in a group. They 

are essential for precise and expressive language, particularly in fields like urban 

planning and architecture. 

Forming the Superlative of Superiority 

 

How to build (form) a Superlative adjective of superiority? 

1- One syllable word (e.g., hard):  

- adjective + est (e.g., the hardest). 

Examples: 

- Creating a sustainable city in a desert environment is one of the hardest 

urban planning challenges. 

- The hardest part of urban planning is balancing economic growth with 

environmental protection. 

2 - One syllable end with e (safe):  

- Adjective + st (e.g., the safest). 

Examples : 



• The subway system is the safest mode of transportation in the city 

• The new neighborhood is designed to be one of the safest 

communities in the city. 

3 - One syllable ended with a vowel + consonant (e.g., big). 

 - The + adjective + doubled the last consonant + est (e.g., the biggest). 

Examples : 

 

Traffic congestion is one of the biggest problems in big cities 

Climate change is one of the biggest challenges facing humanity 

4 - Two syllables ended with Y (e.g., easy).  

- Omit Y and add iest (e.g., the easiest). 

Examples : 

The easiest way to reduce your carbon footprint is to use public 

transportation 

The easiest city to navigate is one with a grid-like street pattern 

5 - Two or more syllables (e.g., beautiful).  

- Add “MOST” before adjective (e.g., the most beautiful). 

Paris is often described as one of the most beautiful cities in the world 

The architecture of Barcelona is considered to be one of the most beautiful 

in Europe.) 

6 - Few adjectives don't obey the above rules. They are irregular adjectives. 

Adjective (e.g., Good, bad, far, little) - Superlative (e.g., the best, the worst, the 

furthest). 



much/many /most:  This city has the most green spaces 

Good/best:  This city has the best public transportation system in the country 

Bad/worst: This area has the worst air quality in the region.  

Far/farthest/furthest: The North Pole is the farthest point from the equator 

 

2- The superlative of inferiority 

The superlative of inferiority is less used than that of superiority. Simply 

choose the opposite adjective. 

The superlative of inferiority is used to describe something that has the least 

amount of a particular quality when compared to a group. In simpler terms, it 

helps us identify the "least" of something. 

How to build (form) a Superlative adjective of inferiority? 

We typically form the superlative of inferiority by adding "the least" 

before the adjective. 

Little/least: This neighborhood has the least crime rate in the 

This city has the least populated downtown area.  

This region is the least developed area in the country.  

This neighborhood has the least polluted air.  

This building is the least accessible for people with disabilities.  

  Least attractive: This area has the least attractive architecture. 

Tips for Using Superlative Adjectives Effectively 

• Be specific: Use superlatives to highlight unique qualities rather than 

generic ones. 



• Avoid exaggeration: Use superlatives judiciously to avoid sounding 

hyperbolic. 

• Consider cultural context: The perception of what is "best" or "most" can 

vary across cultures. 

• Use strong verbs: Combine superlative adjectives with strong verbs to 

create powerful descriptions. 

 

Superlative Adjectives: Elevating Your Urban Vocabulary 

Superlative adjectives are powerful tools that allow us to describe things in 

the highest degree. In the field of urban planning and design, they can be used to 

highlight the unique qualities of cities, buildings, and spaces. In this lecture, we 

will explore the concept of superlative adjectives and how they can be used to 

enhance your urban vocabulary. 

Superlative adjectives can be used to describe various aspects of urban 

environments, such as: 

• Buildings and Structures:  

o Tallest skyscraper, largest stadium, oldest building 

• Urban Spaces:  

o Most vibrant neighborhood, most historic district, most walkable city 

• Urban Planning:  

o Most sustainable city, most innovative urban design, most equitable 

development 

• Urban Amenities:  

o Best public transportation system, cleanest city, safest neighborhood 



Superlative of inferiority: the least + adjective (short or long)... 

 


