
Lesson 2: Articles   

Definition 

    Articles are an essential part of English grammar. By understanding how to use articles correctly, 

geology students can communicate their ideas more clearly when writing reports, research papers, 

or giving presentations. This lesson will explain the proper use of a, an, and the with geology-

related examples.                                           

When to Use “The ?” 

“The” is used when referring to a specific person, object, or thing that both the speaker and listener 

know about . 

Examples (Geology-related):   

The rock sample you collected yesterday. 

The mineral we studied in the lab . 

The earthquake that occurred last week.                                          

When to Use “A ?” 

“A” is used when referring to a non-specific or undefined noun. It is used before words that start 

with a consonant sound (not just a consonant letter).                               

Examples: 

A rock from the riverbed can tell us a lot about erosion . 

A volcano often forms at tectonic plate boundaries. 

A fault line runs through this region.                              

 Consonant sounds include sounds like “b,” “c,” “d,” “f,” “g,” etc. 

Examples:                                     

A basalt rock (the “b” sound is a consonant sound) . 

A tectonic plate (the “t” sound is a consonant sound) . 

A glacial deposit (the “g” sound is a consonant sound).     When to Use “An ?” 

“An” is used before words that begin with a vowel sound (the sound itself, not just the letter) . 

Examples: 

An igneous rock forms when magma cools. 

An earthquake can cause significant damage . 



An ore deposit often contains valuable metals.                             

Vowel sounds include sounds like “a,” “e,” “i,” “o,” “u ”. 

Examples: 

An alluvial fan forms in arid regions. 

An erosion process can reshape landscapes. 

An unconformity in the rock layers indicates missing time. 

Silent “H” and Pronunciation 

Be mindful of silent letters. Use “an” before words with a silent “h” and “a” when the “h” is 

pronounced . 

Examples : Silent “H :” 

An hourglass structure in the sedimentary rock (the “h” in “hour” is silent, so it starts with a vowel 

sound) . 

Pronounced “H :” 

A hard rock sample (the “h” in “hard” is pronounced, so it starts with a consonant sound) . 

A hydrothermal vent was discovered near the trench . 

Special Cases 

The choice between “a” and “an” depends on the pronunciation, not just the spelling, especially 

with words starting with “u” or “e ”. 

Examples  :  

“A” Before “U” or “E” with a Consonant Sound : 

A unique mineral formation (the “u” in “unique” is pronounced with a “yoo” sound, which is a 

consonant sound) . 

A European tectonic plate boundary (the “e” in “European” is pronounced with a “yoo” sound, so 

it uses “a”). 

“An” Before “U” or “E” with a Vowel Sound : 

An unconformity in the strata (the “u” in “unconformity” is pronounced with a vowel sound) . 

An element like oxygen is essential for life (the “e” in “element” is pronounced with a vowel sound). 


