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Lesson 9: ESP Material Selection and Production
This lesson provides an in-depth exploration of the role of materials in ESP course design, emphasizing the selection, adaptation, and production of materials to meet learners' specific needs. It also examines the use of coursebooks and authentic materials, highlighting the responsibilities of ESP practitioners as materials designers and evaluators.
1. What Are ESP Materials?
Definition:
According to Tomlinson (2011), materials refer to “anything used by teachers or learners to facilitate the learning of a language.” In ESP, materials serve dual purposes:
1. Language learning: Helping learners acquire linguistic skills.
2. Disciplinary content: Focusing on the specific contexts and professional tasks learners encounter.

2. Authentic Materials in ESP
Authentic materials are texts designed for native or professional users rather than for language learners. They are highly valued in ESP as they reflect real-world language use.
Types of Authentic Materials:
· Written Texts: Academic journals, textbooks, company reports, and instruction manuals.
· Oral Texts: Seminar discussions, business presentations, or professional meetings.
Criteria for Selection (Adapted from Table 14.1):
1. Topic: Relevance to the learners' field of study or work.
2. Genre: Alignment with the type of texts learners need to produce or understand.
3. Audience: Suitability for the learners’ proficiency and professional goals.
4. Register: Reflective of the language commonly used in the ESP context.
5. Vocabulary and Grammar: Appropriate level of technical terms and grammatical structures.
Challenges:
· Complex language in authentic texts may overwhelm lower-level learners.
· Adaptation is often necessary to ensure accessibility and exploitability.
3. Principles of SLA in Material Design
Tomlinson (2011) outlines principles that inform the development and evaluation of materials in ESP:
1. Materials should engage learners and have a positive impact.
2. Materials must build confidence without inducing anxiety.
3. Content should appear useful and directly relevant to learners' goals.
4. Encourage self-investment and active learner participation.
5. Expose learners to authentic language use.
6. Highlight linguistic features essential for the target tasks.
7. Provide opportunities for real-life language use.
8. Cater to diverse learner styles.
4. Adapting Authentic Materials
Adaptation is crucial for tailoring authentic materials to meet learners' linguistic and cognitive needs.
Processes for Adapting Texts (Stoller, 2016):
1. Simplification: Modify vocabulary, sentence structure, or content difficulty while retaining key ideas.
2. Annotation: Add glossaries or notes to clarify technical terms or cultural references.
3. Reorganization: Change the order of sections to align with learners’ familiarity.
4. Activity Integration: Develop tasks that focus on specific skills (e.g., summarizing or analyzing).
Task Example:
· Select an authentic case study.
· Simplify technical vocabulary for intermediate learners.
· Create comprehension questions focusing on rhetorical structure.
5. ESP Practitioners and Material Development
ESP practitioners often take on roles as material designers or evaluators.
Roles of the Practitioner:
1. Material Selection: Choosing resources that align with learners' needs and course objectives.
2. Material Production: Developing in-house materials tailored to the course.
3. Material Adaptation: Modifying coursebooks or authentic texts to reflect learners’ contexts.
Advantages of Practitioner-Developed Materials:
· Needs-specific and context-relevant.
· Flexibility in aligning with learning objectives.
Challenges:
· Time-intensive to produce.
· Risk of "reinventing the wheel" without adequate collaboration.
6. ESP Coursebooks
Coursebooks offer ready-made materials but may lack relevance for specific ESP contexts.
Advantages:
· Save preparation time and provide a structured framework.
· Include revision and assessment features.
· Useful for novice teachers needing guidance.
Disadvantages:
· May not align with learners’ specific needs or contexts.
· Risk of reducing teacher initiative and learner engagement.
· Cultural bias or outdated content in some publications.
7. Adapting ESP Coursebooks
Practitioners often adapt coursebooks to better suit learners’ needs and contexts.
Strategies for Adaptation:
1. Supplementation: Add tasks or materials to cover gaps.
2. Modification: Adjust activities to align with the learners' proficiency and goals.
3. Localization: Incorporate culturally relevant examples and contexts.
Teacher Categories (Shawer, 2010):
1. Curriculum Makers: Create their own materials, rarely using coursebooks.
2. Curriculum Developers: Adapt coursebooks for their learners.
3. Curriculum Transmitters: Follow the coursebook strictly.
8. In-House Materials
Developing in-house materials can combine the benefits of custom content with collaborative support for teachers.
Benefits:
· Highly specific to the learners’ needs.
· Reflects institutional and cultural contexts.
Drawbacks:
· Requires significant resources and teacher expertise.
· Risk of inconsistencies if not systematically developed.
9. Practical Applications
Example 1: EMP (English for Medical Purposes)
· Use patient intake forms, case summaries, or medical charts.
· Adapt content for lower-level learners by simplifying technical terms.
Example 2: EAP (English for Academic Purposes)
· Use research articles, abstracts, or academic essays.
· Create tasks focusing on summarizing or critical analysis.
10. Conclusion
Material selection and production are central to the success of ESP courses. By integrating authentic materials, adapting resources to learners' needs, and leveraging coursebooks when appropriate, ESP practitioners can design highly relevant and engaging courses. The dynamic role of the practitioner ensures that materials remain aligned with the learners' evolving professional and academic contexts.
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