Sentence Types

1. What Is a Sentence? 
A sentence is a grammatical unit of one or more words that starts with a capital letter and ends with a full stop or its equal (! or ?). It is defined as a group of words that includes a subject and a verb and expresses ONE full idea.
A sentence can communicate 
o a statement (I am studying.) 
o a command (Go away.) 
o an exclamation (I’m so excited!) 
o a question (What time is it?) 
2. What Are the Different Types of Sentences? 
Sentences are divided into four categories: simple sentences, compound sentences, complex sentences, and compound-complex sentences.
a- Simple Sentences:
A simple sentence (also known as an independent clause) is the basic building block of ALL sentences. A simple sentence must have a main verb/verb group and a subject, AND it must make complete sense on its own.

 For example: The old dog barked loudly in the street.
The baby cried for food.

Simple sentences are effective when they are used to add tension to descriptive writing. They can also be used to create variety in your writing. They add clarity and precision as well as simplifying complicated texts. However, they can become monotonous and repetitive if used too often.
Example: Into the suitcase, I carelessly threw a pair of ripped jeans, my favorite sweater from high school, an old pair of tube socks with stripes, and $20,000 in cash.

Example: Professor Maple’s intelligent students completed and turned in their homework. 
She ate her lunch, took a walk, and went back to work. 


A simple sentence does not necessarily have to be short. It can have adjectives. In this case, there are two verbs “completed” and “turned in.” However, the sentence expresses one complete thought and therefore is a simple sentence. 

Example: Megan and Ron ate too much and felt sick. (Compound subject)

Although there are two subjects and two verbs, it is still a simple sentence because both verbs share the same subjects and express one complete thought.

2. Compound Sentences  

A compound sentence contains two or more independent clauses. A coordinating conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) often links the two independent clauses and is preceded by a comma. 

Examples: 
She wanted to go on vacation, so she saved up her money. 
I like apples, but my sister loves bananas. 

Note: Use a comma (,) before a coordinating conjunction when you write a compound sentence.

The clauses can be joined in four ways: 
1. With a coordinating conjunction 
ie. and, but, or, for, nor, yet, so 
e.g. Diversity has become a strategic imperative for corporations, and the term has already entered the corporate vocabulary.
I took an umbrella, for I felt it might rain.
Pyramids are in Egypt, and Eiffel tower is in France.
2. with a correlative conjunction 
e.g. not only ... but also, both...and, neither...not, either....or, etc.
e.g. Not only have conservationists been successful in bringing issues to the attention of governments, but they have also achieved considerable success in having policies and institutions introduced or changed to meet their demand. 6 
3. With a semi-colon (;) 
e.g. Astute depositors could see what was happening to the value of the land that was supporting the assets of the banks; they moved quickly to remove their deposits for cash. 3 
4. With a semi-colon and another kind of link word called a conjunctive adverb 
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e.g. These obvious contamination problems have long been known; however, what is not often realised is the organic matter carried in ground water can contaminate samples.
3. Complex Sentences
A complex sentence contains one independent clause and one or more dependent clauses. The main clause contains the main piece of information and the subordinate carries additional information. 
A complex sentence will include at least one subordinating conjunction 
A Complex sentence always has a subordinator (as, because, since, after, although, when) or relative pronouns (who, that, which). 

Examples: 
She went to class even though she was sick. 
As John was arriving to work, he realized he forgot his lunch. 
While I enjoy classical music, I prefer rock and roll because I play the drums. 

Note: 
When the dependent clause goes BEFORE the independent clause, the clauses are separated by a comma. Do NOT use a comma if the dependent clause comes AFTER the independent clause.

4. Compound-Complex Sentences 
- A compound-complex sentence has two independent clauses and at least one dependent clause. 
Examples: 
1. After the two soccer players lost their game, they joined their other teammates for lunch, and they went to the movies. 

^ If we remove the dependent clause “after the two soccer players lost their game,” we have a compound sentence. The dependent clause makes this sentence compound-complex. 
2. The man believed in the system, and he knew that justice would prevail after the murderer was sent to jail. 
3. We won the game, but my uniform was muddy because it rained the entire time.

