The cultural heritage:

Cultural Heritage is a concept which offers a bridge between the past and the future with the
application of particular approaches in the present. Due to its attached values for these groups or
societies, cultural heritage is maintained in the present and bestowed for the benefit of future

generations.

The concept of cultural heritage developed as a result of complex historical processes and 1s constantly
evolving. The concept of the cultural and natural heritage is based on historically changing value
systems. These values are recognized by different groups of people. The 1deas developed and accepted
by these different groups create various categories of cultural and natural heritage (world heritage,

national heritage, etc.).

At international level, heritage law developed after the end of World War 1II as a reaction to the
large-scale intentional destruction and loss of cultural heritage, with the negotiation of the Convention
for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict in 1954. It reflected the view
that any loss of cultural heritage also constitutes a cultural impoverishment of all humankind. This
was followed by series of conventions on increasingly specific aspects of heritage. Most of these

treaties have been extensively analyzed.

The World Heritage Convention is the best known of these treaties, and has been the subject of

a great deal of discussion at international and national level.
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