International environmental law
The environment occupies a central position in the international legal order.

The relationship between environmental protection and international law has been transformed in recent years.
International environmental issues are now a central concern of the United Nations, GATT, and other international
institutions ,and of all governments. Scientific and political concern about global and regional environmental issues
is indicated by a sharp increase in the number of international

agreements relating to the protection of the environment.
international Environmental Law (IEL) is concerned with the attempt to control pollution and the depletion of natural
resources within a framework of sustainable development. It is a branch of public international law - a body of law

created by states for states to govern problems that arise between states.

IEL covers topics such as population, biodiversity, climate change, ozone depletion, toxic and hazardous substances,
air, land, sea and transboundary water pollution, conservation of marine resources, desertification, and nuclear

damage.

More generally, international environmental law aims to achieve sustainable development—i.e., development that
allows people to have a high quality of life today without sacrificing the quality of life of future generations.
International environmental law is thus critical both for addressing specific environmental threats and for integrating

long-term environmental protection into the global economy."
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