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Large Numbers/Decimals/Percentages/ Fractions  

          In various fields, understanding key numerical concepts is vital. Among these are large 

numbers, decimals, percentages, and fractions. In economics, these concepts are critical for 

analyzing important data such as GDP and inflation rates. Mastering these numerical skills 

supports informed decisions regarding investments and financial strategies. Furthermore, 

effective communication about economic trends is enhanced, allowing for clearer 

understanding and discussions. 

I. Large Numbers in Economics 

1. What Are Large Numbers? 

In economics, we frequently work with large numbers when talking about values like Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP), national debt and population sizes. A large number is any number 

in the millions, billions, or trillions. 

2.  How to Read Large Numbers 

When writing large numbers, commas are used to separate each group of three digits, making 

it easier to read.  

• 1,000,000 → One million 

• 10,000,000 → Ten million 

• 1,234,567 → One million, two hundred thirty-four thousand, five hundred sixty-seven 

• 987,654,321 → Nine hundred eighty-seven million, six hundred fifty-four thousand, 

three hundred twenty-one 

• 1,000,000,000,000 → One trillion 



• 2,345,678,901,234 → Two trillion, three hundred forty-five billion, six hundred 

seventy-eight million, nine hundred one thousand, two hundred thirty-four 

3. Abbreviations in Large Numbers 

In economic writing, we often abbreviate large numbers: 

- K means thousand (e.g., "5K" for five thousand) 

- M means million (e.g., "3M" for three million 

- B means billion (e.g., "2.5B" for two and a half billion) 

-T means trillion (e.g., "1T" for one trillion) 

II. Decimals in Economic Analysis 

1. What Are Decimals? 

Decimals represent parts of whole numbers. They are essential in economics for precise 

calculations, especially with measurements like prices and exchange rates. 

2. Examples and How to Read Decimals 

To read decimals: 

   - 3.45 is read as "three point four five" 

   - 0.75 is read as "zero point seven five" or simply "point seven five" 

3. Economic Applications  

Decimals are commonly used in: 

   - Exchange rates (e.g., "1 USD = 0.85 EUR") 

   - Interest rates (e.g., "Interest rate is 1.75%") 

 

 

 



III. Percentages in Economics 

1. What Are Percentages? 

A percentage represents a part of a whole, shown as a number out of 100. In economics, 

percentages are used to show changes and comparisons, such as in interest rates, inflation and 

growth rates. 

2. How To Read Percentages 

- 10 %:  10 percent 

3. Converting Between Decimals and Percentages 

To convert a decimal to a percentage, multiply by 100: 

   - 0.25 becomes 25% 

   - 1.5 becomes 150% 

4. Examples and Economic Applications  

   - Interest rates (e.g., "The interest rate is 5%") 

   - Inflation rates (e.g., "The inflation rate increased by 3%") 

   - Economic growth (e.g., "GDP grew by 2.5%") 

IV. Fractions in Economic Models 

1. What Are Fractions?   

Fractions represent parts of a whole, with the numerator on top and the denominator on the 

bottom. For example, 1/4 (one-fourth) means one part out of four. 

2. How To Read fractions 

Read the numerator: Say the number on top. 

Read the denominator: 

• If the denominator is 2, say "half." 

• If the denominator is 3, say "third." 

• If the denominator is 4, say "fourth" or "quarter." 



• For denominators 5 and above, add "th" to the number. For example, 5 becomes 

"fifths," 6 becomes "sixths," and so on. 

3. Types of Fractions 

   - Proper Fractions: The numerator is less than the denominator (e.g., 3/4) 

   - Improper Fractions: The numerator is greater than or equal to the denominator (e.g., 5/4) 

   - Mixed Numbers:  A combination of a whole number and a fraction (e.g., 1 1/2) 

4. Economic Applications 

Fractions are used in economics to show ratios, like market share or profit margins.   

   - Example: Company B holds 1/4 (one-fourth) of the market. 

key concept 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

GDP is the total value of all goods and services produced in a country over a specific period, 

like a year. Showing how much is being produced. Higher GDP usually indicates a stronger 

economy. 

National debt   

National debt is the total money that a country owes. When a government spends more than it 

brings in through taxes, it borrows to cover the difference, and this debt builds up over time. 

Inflation 

Inflation is the rate at which prices for goods and services increase over time. It means that 

the same item will cost more in the future than it does now, which can impact the purchasing 

power of money. 

Interest rates   

Interest rates refer to the cost of borrowing money. When you take a loan, the bank charges an 

interest rate, which is a percentage of the loan amount. Higher interest rates make borrowing 

more expensive, while lower rates make it cheaper.  


